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Residents urged to register for postal votes ahead of May elections

On Thursday 6 May 2021 residents in the Braintree District will go to the
polls to have their say on who represents them at Essex County Council and

who the Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner for Essex will be.

Polling stations will be safe places to vote and voters can expect to see many
of the measures we’ve all become used to over recent months such as hand
sanitiser, floor markings and face coverings. Voters will be asked to bring

their own pen or pencil to make the process even safer.

However, there are other ways residents can vote including by post.

If residents wish to vote by post they should request this as soon as
possible. The deadline for Braintree District Council receiving postal vote

applications is 5pm Tuesday 20 April 2021.

Registering for a postal vote is quick and easy and can be done online.

Any residents who have any questions can contact the local elections team
at Braintree District Council on 01376 552525 or visit the council website to

find out more about postal voting www.braintree.gov.uk/postalvotes

Great Yeldham telephone box.

After many years, Great Yeldham parish council have eventually
managed to get old telephone box outside the Reading room

transferred over to the council from BT.

We wanted to reach out to the residents of Great Yeldham to find out
what you would like its future use to be.

Do you have any ideas on how it could be used to benefit the Great
Yeldham community?

Please send them through to us. Either by email

the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com

Alternatively posted in the postbox outside the Reading room

Thank you.





St Andrew’s Churchyard

In order to boost morale and encourage us to go out more when
restrictions are lift, BBC Essex broadcast a programme where they were
telling us about all the places we could visit in our own county of Essex,
to find peace and tranquillity in the beautiful countryside and enjoy the
beauty of nature and appreciate the wildlife to be found there.
I suggest that here in our own village we can do no better than visit St
Andrew’s churchyard.

Over the last year or so a band of dedicated volunteers have spent many
hours clearing away rubbish and hundreds of years of undergrowth
revealing parts of the churchyard, graves and memorials which have not
seen the light of day, even during the lifetime of those who have lived all
their lives in the village.

I have lived here for over 40 years and can almost call myself a native!
(my parents having retired here several years before I joined them with
my family) and I have never seen it looking so beautiful. You could almost
say the churchyard has doubled in size. The wildflowers growing there are
a picture and there are signs of wildlife enjoying the new open spaces.

A great vote of thanks should go to those gallant souls who have worked
so hard to make our churchyard such a lovely place to visit and where you
can sit in peace and enjoy the results of their labours; and they say they
do it because they enjoy it!

Your visit will also be enhanced by following Rev. Justin’s easter trail
which reveals the true meaning of Easter, which is not all about chocolate
eggs and easter bunnies, lovely though they are.

Thank you, Justin, for adding this wonderful and thought provoking
addition to our beautiful revived churchyard.

Joan.



Order online at:
www.sure-green.com

Visit our trade counter:
Viridis House, Toppesfield Rd,
Finchingfield, Essex, CM7 4NZ

Contact us on:
01376 503869
sales@sure-green.com
trade@sure-green.com

Opening hours:
Mon to Fri 07.00-18.00
Sat 08.00-17.00   Sun 08.00-16.00

Timber  •  Electric Fencing
Wire  & Ironmongery •  Planters

Compost  •  Plant Protection
Equine Fencing  •  Decking

Gabions  •  Aggregates

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY on orders over £50

FREE Click & Collect            Local HIAB Delivery

QUALITY LANDSCAPING GOODS FROM A LOCAL,
FAMILY-OWNED SUPPLIER IN FINCHINGFIELD



Craig Fenner
plastering contractor

all aspects covered new build to existing
re skims

Also traditional lime work
over 20 years experience
07855 748428 01787 238494

YELDHAM & DISTRICT LADIES CLUB

Hello Ladies, I hope you are all keeping well and I expect by now most of
you will have had your first vaccination and some of you your second.
Can you believe it is April already and the daffodils are all in bloom and
buds beginning to open on shrubs and trees. I feel at last we are on our
way to getting out of this lockdown and with Summer on the horizon and
warmer weather on the way, we can now think about how we are going to
organise our first Ladies Meeting. I appreciate we have a tad further to go
yet but we are hoping we can get together one sunny afternoon on
Whitlock Green where we can safely distance and enjoy a natter over tea
and cake. Meanwhile take care and when it looks like we can get this
underway we will be in touch.
Regards Margaret x.

GT. YELDHAM CARPET BOWLS CLUB

Dear Friends, I hope you are keeping well and like me looking forward to
meeting up again later in the year. When we start to become more able to
socialise safely, which I hope will be in the Summer, not too far away now,
we will be in contact with you all and between us make a date for our first
get together. Until then, take care and keep safe.
Regards Margaret x



ST Margaret’s, Tilbury Juxta Clare.
We are holding an Easter Vigil service on Saturday 3rd April at 7pm, no
Sunday service.
We will be restricted for spaces, because of distancing, so booking is
necessary, by telephone on 01787 237256 to Terry and Janet Dean.



Church News
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Cottage garden society

Now is the time to plant asparagus crowns. Last year I planted 12 crowns
of Gĳnlim, a male dominant F1 hybrid that produces heavy crops of
succulent green spears just one year after planting, hence I am looking
forward to my first crop this year. Watch this space for further news.

But what exactly does F1 hybrid mean? An F1 hybrid is the first generation
of offspring produced by cross pollinating two distinctly different parental
plants. In genetics, the term F1 is an abbreviation of "Filial 1" or literally
first children. Gregor Mendel, an Augustinian monk first recorded his
experiments on cross pollinating pea plants in the 19th century. He took
two different but pure strains and cross pollinated them by hand. The new
F1 plants carried the dominant characteristics of both parents but were
identical to neither parent. Plants do cross pollinate in the wild also.
Peppermint, for example, is a natural cross between watermint and
spearmint. Most F1 hybrids are sterile or their seeds won't breed true. So
why produce F1 hybrids? As Gregor Mendel discovered, they will show the
dominant characteristics of both parents so for example F1 hybrid seeds
may mature faster and flower earlier, or have higher yields or exhibit disease
resistance. F1 hybrid seeds, however, can be more expensive due to the
greater production costs involved. Some may say that F1 seeds sacrifice
flavour over traditional heirloom varieties so it is all very much a personal
choice as to what you prefer.

What else can you be doing in the garden in April. Now is the month to
sow cucumber seeds. Cucumbers need higher temperatures than tomatoes
and grow best in high humidity. Sow one cucumber seed in a 7cm pot filled
with multi-purpose compost. Place the seed on its side and cover with a 1-
2 cm layer of compost. Soak the pot with tepid water and place in a warm
propagator where it should germinate at temperatures of about 22Oc. I
always sow more than I need in case some do not germinate and if I'm
lucky and grow too many I can give them away to friends.

Jo Williams (joannacwilliams@btinternet.com)



The 4 Villages Magazine
If you you like to include any articles or local information in the

magazine please contact the editor.
Georgina the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com

For Adverts please contact the editor as above

Advertising Fees for 2019/20

Black and White (per year):

1/4 page £ 68.00 1/2 page £124.00 Full page £245.00

Colour (per year)

1/4 page £121.00 1/2 page £222.00 Full page £444.00



Affiliated to   
Chapel End Way, Stambourne, Halstead, Essex. CO9 4NX

Minister: Adrian Burr, 07983 656166
Secretary and Community Worker: Jill Holmes, 07883423528

Treasurer: Elizabeth Tew
Deacon:  Robert Holmes

Stambourne Chapel Care
Matthew 25:40 (CEV)  The king will answer, 
"Whenever you did it for any of my people, 

no matter how unimportant they seemed, you did it for me."

Providing Care in the Community
We are coming to the end of the first grant funding which was provided to set up the project. We 
are now in a position to take referrals and I have started the process of employing 2 volunteers, 
and we have others that have expressed an interest. So if you are in need of help or know of 
someone who is, or if you'd like to volunteer then please contact me.

It has been a challenge to contact other agencies as I prefer to meet face to face but for Covid 
reasons have had to use other means. Last week we had a very useful video meeting with 2 
professionals which was joined by their dogs barking in the background! The challenges of working 
from home!  We have continued to provide support by delivering the service sheets and the 
monthly chapel newsletter, We always take time to have a door step chat and have found that this 
is when we pick up where some help is needed.
We have also been able to take a couple of people to their medical appointments and provide 
support with filling in forms.  Where it is necessary to be in a persons home, we will always 
following the current COVID guidelines.
Adrian asked if I had any funny stories to tell and initially I struggled to think of anything, but 
one lady I regularly support called me 'mother'! I'm hoping that was said with affection and not 
because I'm bossy!!
We also had a piece in the Haverhill Echo and they wanted a photo. So on that morning I did my 
hair and thought about what to wear so that I would look OK in the photo. When the photographer 
arrived he wanted to do the photo outside the chapel as it was a sunny day. However, it was also 
blowing a gale so my hair was all over the place!!
Currently we have a request for help to take some larger items to the tip so if you have some 
spare time and muscle, or if you are able to do a few handyperson jobs do get in touch.
Jill Holmes
Community Worker

Tel: 07883423528 email: holmesjill30@gmail.com
All Funding is provided by Grants and Donations.

Date of Issue: February 2021 A Spurgeon Trail Location    Version: Final





Kid’s Page 
Welcome to a special page for the younger people in our community. 

Fun Fact:  
A googol is the number 1 followed by 100 zeros!  It looks like this: 10100 or  
10,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,
000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000. 

 

Your 
Challenge: 
Can you draw a 
bunny?  Have a go!  

Rabbit 
jokes for 
you:  
Q: How do you 

know carrots are 

good for your 

eyes? 

A: Because you 

never see rabbits 

wearing glasses! 

Q: What’s a 

rabbit’s favourite 

music?   

A: Hip Hop. 

Q: What would a 

rabbit say to cheer 

you up? 

A:  Don’t worry, be 

hoppy. 

 

Have fun! 





The painted Village sign depicting the old oak and erected in 1982 was
paid for with money raised by the Great Yeldham Fete Committee the
previous year. Designed by a Mr. Tinns the sign was unveiled by Miss E.
Goodchild on 27th February 1982.
The latest addition to the Green is the colourful flower planter which was
donated and is maintained by the Great Yeldham Cottage Garden Society.
This has graced the Green since 2009.

The Village Green is designated as Common Land and is maintained by
the Parish Council. What a wonderful testimony to past village life –
please respect and enjoy it!

This information was previously printed in the 4 Villages Magazine 5 years ago but is
reproduced here for people who have moved into the village since then (as well as for
those, like the writer, with poor memories!)

www.ardmorevets.co.uk

Experienced caring Professional service for all your pets
Consultation by appointment

Open all day for advice, prescriptions, over the counter service and
Health/nurse clinic

Main Surgery Local Surgery
57, Cornard Road, 1 Bridge Street
Sudbury, Suffolk Great Yeldham
(01787 372588) (01787) 238255

24 Hour Emergency Service 07836 723934



ONLY OIL
OILBOILERENGINEERS

Why pay more for your servicing, breakdowns &
commissioning? Call us now for a very

competitive quote!
NO V.A.T.

Tel: 01787 313250 or 01473 827792

ADVERTISE YOUR
BUSINESS HERE

B&W ADS AVAILABLE
Contact the editor

the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com



“If you have a spare bedroom and some extra love to give, you can
do it. The difference you can make to a young person is beyond
words.” - Essex residents urged to consider supported lodgings as
a rewarding alternative to fostering.

The pandemic has forced families across the UK to retreat to their homes
over the last year, but it’s a sad reality that thousands of young people do
not have a safe place to call home.
That’s why Essex County Council are asking residents to become
a supported lodgings provider and help transform the lives of young
people aged 16-18 years old.
Essex County Council would like more people like Susie Williams, aged
57 from Chelmsford, who has been providing supported lodgings for 6
months to an 18-year-old, to get in touch.

Susie explains why she wanted to get involved: “It’s more than just providing a
home and support for independent living. At that age family support and nurturing is
still incredibly important. Especially when they may have suffered significant trauma
and neglect or abuse. They need to be nurtured to achieve their goals in the future.

“The young woman we have staying with us wants to go to university. We are giving
her emotional stability, as well as encouraging small steps of independence.”

Applications are welcomed from people from all walks of life; single,
married, from a same-sex family, or retired, but must have a spare
bedroom. They can continue to work full time but must consider how
they can be available to a young person in the holidays.
Essex County Council offer training, 24/7 support, a dedicated social
worker and access to a team of clinical psychologists.
Susie credits this training and support with giving her the right tools to
confidently care for the young person she provides supported lodgings
for.

“For anyone considering providing supported lodgings, I’d say that if you have a spare
bedroom and some extra love to give, then you can do it! Right from the beginning
Essex County Council have always been available for us, supported us and encouraged
us.”

Find out more here https://bit.ly/39x8Heu or call 0800 801 530.



Dentist
Paul Rolfe BDS

Veneers & Crowns
in a single visit
Dental Implants
Family Dentistry

Lavenham &
Long Melford

01787 882722

www.paulrolfedental.co.uk

DARKINS SUPPLY
STORE

122 Swan Street
Sible Hedingham

Phone: 01787 462536
Open Mon - Sat 8.00 am-5-30 pm

PAINT
DECORATING
SUNDRIES

IRON MONGERY
PET FOOD

GARDEN WARES
HARDWARE

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
KEY CUTTING

AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANING
Email: info@darkins.co.uk

www.darkins.co.uk



DRAINS CLEARED

SEPTIC TANKS
EMPTIED

For fast efficient service
Phone

Great Yeldham
01787237341

or
07890188276



Little Chestnuts currently has
spaces for children 2 years+

available
Please call on 07901 880941 for a
prospectus and to book your 2

Free trial sessions
Open 5 days a week,

Morning session Mon-Fri
afternoon session Tue - Thur

Chairperson Mrs Hayley Stewart
Managers Andrea & Emma

Ofsted ref ;402244
Charity \NO.1056723



Great Yeldham Parish Council

The Parish Council meet the first Thursday of every month,
except in January. All meetings start at 7.30pm in the Reading Rooms,

High Street, Great Yeldham and are open to the public and press. There
are 15 minutes available for public participation. Agenda and Minutes are
published each month on the Parish Council’s website and are placed on

the notice board on the green at the North Street and Bridge Street
junction.

Website: www.greatyeldhampc.co.uk

Office: The Reading Room, High Street, Gt Yeldham, CO9 4ER
01787 237832
Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday ,Thursday 9.15am-2.45pm
There will be periods when the office is closed due to council business
and annual leave but a message can be placed in the post box, sent by
email or left on the answer phone.

Chairman: Mr P Rawlinson, 7 Little Hyde Road, Gt Yeldham 01787
237049
Vice Chairman: Mr J Marks, 88 Highfields,Gt Yeldham, 01787 238297

Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
Tracy Wigmore c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham 01787 237832

Councillors
Mrs G Burr, Gt Yeldham, gmburr@btinternet.com
Mrs A Burrows, Hope Cottage, Bridge Street, Gt Yeldham 01787 237959
Mr P King, 11 Little Hyde Road,Gt Yeldham, CO9 4JF 07391467541
Mr B Sargeant, Lovingtons Farm, Poole Street, Gt Yeldham
01787 236041
Mr G Theobald, Gt Yeldham gtheobaldgypc@gmail.com07802252471
Glenda Wood, Gt Yeldham, info.glendawood@gmail.com





   

 

Burial ground 

(The Glades, The Lawn, Garden of Remembrance) 

Tracy Wigmore, 

c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham  01787 237832 

 

 

 

Chairman:  Mr Robert Nott - cllr.rnott.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Vice-Chairman:  Mr Peter Gentry - cllr.pgentry.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Clerk:  Mr Adrian Corder-Birch, Rustlings, Howe Drive, Halstead CO9 2QL 

clerk.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Councillors: 

Mrs Katie Chapman - cllr.kchapman.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Amanda Gardiner - cllr.agardiner.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Claudia Gray - cllr.cgray.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mr Anthony Osmond-Evans - cllr.aosmondevans.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Rosie Marsh- cllr.rmarsh.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mr Daren Patient- cllr.dpatient.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mr Patrick Pawsey – cllr.ppawsey.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Mary Pearce- cllr.mpearce.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

*****CORONAVIRUS – HELP FOR OUR VULNERABLE RESIDENTS***** 

*****PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE BELOW***** 

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/little-yeldham-tilbury-juxta-clare-and-

ovington-parish-council/ 

Planning Applications: 

The Parish Council refers planning applications relating to Little Yeldham to 

the Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group who advise the Parish Council 

how to respond to the consultation request from Braintree District Council. 

For more information about the Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group, who 

they are and how they operate, please visit the Planning page on the Parish 

Council website alternatively, contact Peter Gentry at: 

ly.tjc.ovington.parishcouncil@gmail.com. 

Planning applications relating to Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington will be 

dealt with by their respective councillors. 

Little Yeldham, Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington  

Parish Council 





Useful numbers

Rev’d Justin Tomkins
01787 237211 mail@justintomkins.org

Rev 'd Liz Paxton
revlizpaxton@gmail.com

CHURCHWARDENS:
St. John the Baptist Little Yeldham

Mr Martin Tarrant, "Sewells", North End Road, Little Yeldham (237253)
Mr Don Jenkins, 3 The Birches, Church Green, Little Yeldham(237878)

St. Margaret's Tilbury-Juxta-Clare
Mr Terry Dean. Tel: 237256
St. Mary’s Ovington

Fiona Slot and Stephen Norris (278123)
County Councillor : David Finch, Blacksmiths Cottage, Borley, Nr

Sudbury CO10 7AE 07834 252070
Email: cllr.david.finch@essex.gov.uk
Braintree District Council

Richard Van Dulken, Lower Cottage, Ruffles Yard, Church Lane,
Castle Hedingham CO9 3ED ( 07803 932737)

Email cllr.rvandulken@braintree.gov.uk
Braintree District Councillor

Mrs. I Parker, Bendysh House, North End Road, Little Yeldham
01787 237246 Email cllr.iparker@braintree.gov.uk

Braintree District Council 01376 552525
Community Agent Daryl Hinds
daryl.hinds@caessex.org.uk 07540720609

Doctors:
Castle Surgery

Castle Hedingham 01787 461465
Great Yeldham 01787 237212
Hilton House Surgery

Castle Hedingham Surgery 01787 461784
Sible Hedingham 01787 460612
Great Yeldham 01787 237212

Vets: Great. Yeldham 01787 238255



Offices in Halstead, Sudbury, Braintree,
Coggeshall & Tiptree

www.holmes-hills.co.uk 01787 475312

Your local solicitors
Expert legal advice on:
Wills & Probate
Relationships & Separation
Conveyancing

Carol Toulson
Family Solicitor

Holmes & Hills LLP





Nick Read
Carpentry & Joinery

All aspects including kitchens
wardrobes, doors, floors,

decking, shelving,
made to measure,

odd jobs, no job too small.

Free Estimates

01787 828763
Or

07719 918922

Call 07421 710775
New phone number



HOPKINSGARAGE
Established 28 years

Contact: Geoff 01787 237978

Servicing M.O.T. Preparation
Repairs & Welding ECU Scanning

Electrical and Engine Diagnosis
Courtesy Car Available




