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GREAT YELDHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on  
Tuesday 4th May 2021 at 7.30pm via Zoom 

 
Present: Cllr Philip Rawlinson (Chairman) 
 Cllr John Marks (Deputy Chairman) 
 Cllr Georgina Burr 
 Cllr Anne Burrows 
 Cllr Phil King 
 Cllr Mark Lovell (co-opted at item 21/039) 
 Cllr Gary Theobald (joined the meeting at 7.50 pm) 
 Cllr Glenda Wood (joined the meeting at 8.15 pm) 
 Cllr Barry Sargeant 
In attendance: Tracy Wigmore (Parish Clerk) 
 
No members of the public present 

 
21/032 Welcome and apologies for absence 

None received.  The Chairman announced that Cllr Theobald would be joining the meeting 
later. 
 

21/033 Declarations of Interest.  
To declare the existence and nature of any Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, other Pecuniary 
Interest or Non-Pecuniary Interest relating to items on the agenda.  
None declared. 
 

21/034 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council 
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on the 4th March 2021 were a correct 
record.  All in favour. Chairman signed the minutes outside the meeting due to COVID 19 
restrictions. 
 

21/035 Public Participation Session with respect to items on the agenda and other matters 
of mutual interest. No members of the public present. 
 

21/036 Invitation to Cllr David Finch, Essex County Council and Cllr Richard van Dulken, 
Braintree District Council to address the meeting on matters of mutual interest.  
David 
 
Cllr Richard van Dulken 

• At the AGM a new Chairman was selected, Cllr Sue Wilson. 

• Reappointed to Essex Waste Partnership Board and North Essex Parking Partnership  

• Cash for All Cars – reported to the Enforcement Team 

• BDC Constitution updated https://www.braintree.gov.uk/council/constitution 

• 2 new initiatives Climate Emergency Plan and Cycling Strategy 

• Face to face meetings commence after 6th May 2021 

• Planning Application Fishing Lakes – application withdrawn. Applicant has been served 
with a planning contravention notice to put things right with existing applications 

• No news on The Slipe 

• Essex Fire and Rescue Service Community Engagement Event - congrats to Chairman 
- very worthwhile exercise. Making recommendations for other villages to undertake 

• Leisure centres are now open 

• Grant of 250.00 has been approved towards the memorial for the late Chairman, 
Marlene Broomfield. 

https://www.braintree.gov.uk/council/constitution
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Grant towards outdoor exercise equipment, once plans have been confirmed happy to 
support a grant for the equipment. 
 
Cllr David Finch 

• The Chairman expressed his gratitude for Cllr Finch for all his services given to the 
Parish Council over the years and passed on well wishes for an enjoyable retirement 
Cllr Finch thanked the Chairman for his kind words and announced that he would 
officially step down on May 11th and was looking forward to his retirement. Cllr Finch 
thanked the Parish Council for their humour, help, respecting the needs of its residents, 
diligence and attitude towards public service. 

• ECC good financial shape, small surplus.   It was anticipated that through the furlough 
schemes that there would be a reduction in collection of Business rates and Council 
Tax of 7-8%, looking at 3-4% reduction. Strong reserves to underpin finances. 

• Working towards service delivery improvements to make a leaner/effective organisation 

• Surge in wedding ceremonies, 120 registrations received for individuals to carry out civil 
weddings. 

• Level of Covid infection rate is very low 

• 2020/21 climate report recent report published, drive to be carbon neutral by 2030 with 
commitment and funding.  

• Hedingham County division additional grants to allocate across 33 parishes, £10,000 
grant available for projects. Cllr Rawlinson reported that there were several projects 
that could apply for grant funding. 

 
21/037 Planning Applications – None Received as at 27/04/21 

 

 
21/038 

 
Planning Decisions -To note any decisions received as at 27/04/21 
   

20/01603/HH Creation of off street parking and the provision 
of two dropped kerbs. | St Crispins Leather Lane 

Pending 

20/02109/FUL Retention of Fishery Manager's Temporary 
Dwelling and fish hatchery. | Fishing Lakes 
Great Yeldham Hall Toppesfield Road Great 
Yeldham Essex 

Withdrawn 

20/01976/FUL Demolition of existing outbuildings and erection 
of single storey detached outbuilding | 
Weybridge Bungalow Stambourne Road Great 
Yeldham Essex CO9 4RB.  

Pending 

21/00453/PIP Permission in principle for the erection of 2 No. 
dwellings. Land South Of Toppesfield Road 
Great Yeldham Essex 

Refused 

 

 
21/039 

 
Casual Vacancy – Co-option to Parish Council 
To consider the applications received to co-opt a councillor to fill the casual vacancy.  If 
more than 1 candidate, a ballot to be undertaken by those councillors present and permitted 
to vote. Candidate to be selected by absolute majority vote. 
EIO from Mark fitting with GYPC live in Yeldham for 3 years time on hand put to good use. 
Skills good listending, meeting and interacting problem and conflict resolution, primarily to 
get involved in the community. Time to devote to community. 
Appointed role as PC. 
 
Cllr Lovell joined the Parish Council.  
 

21/040 Memorial for the late Marlene Broomfield  
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The Chairman reported that the lectern display had been ordered and the expected deliver 
date was 5th July 2021. Chairman to find contractor to install the lectern. 
For note. 
 

21/041 Tree Planting (Whitlock Green) 
Request received on behalf of the Yeldham & District Ladies Club seeking permission for 
the planting of a tree on Whitlock Green opposite Reading Room in memory of the late Lily 
Scott (former Club President). (Request circa).  General discussion held with positive 
feedback. Club to look after the tree. Clerk to liaise with Tree warden to find suitable 
location. 
RESOLVED: that the Parish Council approve the request from the Yeldham & District 
Ladies Club for the planting of a tree in suitable location on Whitlock Green.     All in 
favour 

  

21/042 
 

Amenity Refuse Vehicle 
Report circulated on the hire of BDC’s Amenity Refuse Vehicle for residents to dispose of 
unwanted items.  General discussion held with positive feedback; this would be instead of 
hiring skips for the Annual Tidy Up Event.  
RESOLVED: that the Parish Council approve the hiring of BDC’s Amenity Refuse 
Vehicle for 4-hours at a cost of 279.55 plus VAT £55.91. Clerk to liaise with BDC to 
book a Saturday in October 2021.       All in favour 
 
Cllr Wood joined the meeting 8.15 pm 
 

21/043 Recreation Ground, Toppesfield Road 
In February 2018 the Parish Council in partnership with the Sports Ground Management 
Committee, appointed ‘Sheils Flynn’ to develop a landscape strategy for the Sports and 
Recreation Ground.  The Project stems from the 2014 Parish Plan, which set out a vision 
for the village based on the findings of an extensive community consultation in 2013. The 
Parish Plan was accompanied by an Action Plan, which has since been used as a 
framework to guide the activities and priorities of the Parish Council. The strategy outlines 
proposals for outdoor exercise equipment to be installed in the grounds. 
 
Confirmation had been received from Braintree District Council that Section 106 secured 
through planning application 11/00067/FUL (land adjacent to Croft View) sum available 
£3,304.26. With additional funding of £5,000 from the Parish Council’s Allocated Reserves 
and a contribution from the Sports Ground Management Committee (Charitable Trust) 
between £1,000-2,000, giving a total project allocation of approx. £10,304.26. 
 
The Parish Council had received three quotes for the supply and installation of 6 pieces of 
outdoor exercise equipment and 1 climbing structure to be installed at the Sports and 
Recreation Ground near the picnic benches and zip wire.   
 
Contractor A: £10,500 plus VAT  
Contractor B: £13,698.08 plus VAT  
Contractor C: £10,795 plus VAT  
 
A discussion was held on the proposed equipment.  Cllr Burrows enquired whether grass 
matting was included. The Sports Ground Management Committee had discussed whether 
matting was required but it was felt that the selected area drains well. It was proposed that 
additional quotes be obtained for the installation of grass matting to provide safer surface 
for users and to protect the area from high pedestrian traffic flow Cllr Burr reported that 
there would be a 6-8 week turnaround time for the installation.   
RESOLVED that the Parish Council selects Contractor A (Caloo Ltd) as its preferred 
supplier of the outdoor exercise equipment and climbing structure.  That quotes are 
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obtained for the added addition of grass matting to provide safer surface for users 
and to protect the area from high pedestrian traffic flow.  
Proposed:  Cllr Rawlinson.     Seconded: Cllr King.     All in favour. 
 

21/044 BT Telephone Kiosk 
The BT Telephone Kiosk located opposite the Reading Room, High Street was transferred 
to Parish Council ownership in August 2020.  An article was placed in the April 2021 edition 
of the 4 Villages Magazine to obtain ideas from residents on how the telephone kiosk could 
be used for the benefit of the community.  Cllr Rawlinson reported that the Conveyance 
document for the Reading Room had been located which confirmed that the Reading 
Room Management Committee own the land. C Watkins was invited to the meeting to 
present a proposal for the use of the kiosk.  The kiosk could be used to theme seasons and 
events, e.g. 

• Spring – nature, spring poems, birds nesting, lambing, Easter; 

• Summer – Seaside, box of sand with bucket and spades, Seashells, Postcards 

• Autumn – Halloween/Guy Fawkes Day;  

• Winter – Christmas, Reindeer, Sleigh with presents, Christmas Table setting, 
Decorations, Fairy lights  

• other events: Mother’s/Father’s Day, War Years, Memory Lane: 1960s, 1970s, 1980s 
etc 

C Watkins offered to co-ordinate for a couple of months, hopefully more volunteers will 
come on board with their ideas with C Watkins providing support.  The proposal was well 
received by the Parish Council; it was suggested that an initial mock-up of the kiosk itself 
would be beneficial to obtain feedback from residents. The Kiosk would need refurbing 
before it can be used; cleaned, replacement glass, new lock and painting. Theme will start 
from when the kiosk is ready suggested month October with a Halloween theme. 
RESOLVED: that the kiosk is refurbished by September/October in readiness for an 
initial themed design to obtain residents feedback to determine future use of the 
kiosk.  All in favour 
 

21/045 
 

Annual Parish Meeting (Assembly) 
The requirements for parish meetings to assemble annually between 1 March and 1 June 
was disapplied last year due to coronavirus (the Principal Regulations apply only to 
meetings that are required to be held, or held up to the 6th May 2021. A general discussion 
was held and it was proposed that the assembly is held before the Annual Parish Council 
meeting in late May. Clerk to check availability of the Reading Room 
For note. 
 

21/046 Braintree Association of Local Councils (BALC) 
Report update. Cllr Marks attending the inaugural meeting. Copy of constitution circulated. 
The Chairman enquired whether Councillors felt that the Parish Council would benefit in 
becoming members. The annual membership fee was £40.00 to cover admin charges. 
Major benefit is BALC would be a larger collective group of approx. 53 parishes which had 
more influence than a standalone parish, with particular focus on lobbying ECC and BDC 
on bigger issues affecting parishes.  Meetings to be held quarterly on a parish rota. PC 
representation would be on a rota basis for those able to attend.  
RESOLVED: that the Parish Council become members of BALC at a cost of £40.00 
per year. 
Proposed: Cllr Marks.     Seconded Cllr King.     All in favour. 
 

21/047 
 

Annual Insurance Renewal 
The Parish Council’s Long-Term Agreement (LTA) with Zurich Municipal ends on the 31st 
May 2021. Options to renew include a 5-year LTA at £1902.67, 3 Year LTA £1996.70 and a 
1-year standard premium of £2090.74.  A general discussion was held.  It was proposed 



M i n u t e s  2 0 2 1  |  P a g e  45 

Gt Yeldham Parish Council Minutes 4th May 2021  Signed as a true record by the Chairman 

  Philip Rawlinson 

  

   

that clerk investigate quotes from other brokers for a comparison and report back at the 
next meeting. 
For note. 
 

21/048 Publication of Parish Councillor Information 
The report by the Committee on Standards in Public Life recommended that those 
accepting office should not be required publicly to disclose their home address. The report 
also states “instances of councillors being attacked and harassed, most notably on social 
media is an increasing trend and a very serious issue. Further that “the fact that home 
addresses are public can also make threats more distressing”. The report goes on to 
recommend that the legislation is changed to clarify that those accepting office are not 
required to publicly provide their home address.  Mindful of this county and district councils 
have taken the decision to remove home addresses through electronic means and it is 
recommended that this similar approach should be taken in relation to Parish Councils. 
 
A general discussion was held.  Some Councillors had reservations about the publication of 
personal home/contact details on the website, notice board and the 4 Villages Magazine.  It 
was concluded that those Councillors who are happy to publicise information continue to do 
so and those who prefer not to inform the Clerk and the 4 Villages Magazine Editor. It was 
suggested that perhaps Councillors could use their contact email address and a mobile 
phone number rather than a residential number. 
RESOLVED: that the Clerk email Councillors to obtain contact details which can be 
published on the website, noticeboard and the 4 Villages Magazine. 
 

21/049 Working Groups – Quarterly Reports 
Update reports circulated. Amendments to working groups. 

• Burial Grounds:  Cllrs Burrows, Marks, Theobald and P Cornwell. Proposal to 
nominate Cllr Wood. 

• ICT/Communication (4VM, Broadband, Website/Facebook/Notice Board: Cllr Burr (lead 
4VM), Cllr Rawlinson, Theobald and Clerk (Website/Noticeboard/Facebook).   

• Emergency Planning: Cllr Rawlinson as Chairman, Cllrs Burrows, Sargeant and 
Theobald 

• Environment Amenities & Footpaths: Cllrs Burrows and King.  Proposal to nominate 
Cllr Wood. 

• Finance & General Purposes: Cllrs Rawlinson, King, Marks and Burr. Group to meet 
in October to discuss budget/precept proposal for 2022/23. 

• Open Areas: Cllrs King, Burr, Burrows, and Theobald.  Proposal to nominate Cllr 
Wood. 

• Young People/Families/Vulnerable People: Cllrs Burr, King, Rawlinson and Clerk.  
Proposal to nominate Cllr Wood. 

• Sports and Recreation Management  Committee – Proposal to add Cllr Lovell 
RESOLVED: that the Parish council approve the above councillor nominations to the 
working groups. 
 

21/050 Clerks Report 
Councillors to review actions list, update and report progress to date (rpt circa).   

• Additional Wet Pour materials ordered 29th April 2021 to continue work on 
patching/filling in shrinkage/holes in play park.  Replacement ground surface to be 
investigated if/when Bowtells Meadow is gifted as part of planning application 
18/00312/FUL Land adjacent to Nuns Walk. 

• For note. 
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21/051 Approval of Invoices/Accounts for Payment (rpt circa). 
To approve the invoices and accounts due for payment.  
RESOLVED that payments of £7399.19 be approved.  All in favour.  The Accounts for 
Payment were approved by Cllrs Burrows and Marks outside of the meeting due to COVID 
19 restrictions. 
 

21/052 Receipts and Payments ending 28th February 2021 (rpt circa). 
The Clerk presented the Receipts and Payments report which represented the accounts as 
at 28th February 2021. Queries raised by Cllr Wood: 

• Can the PC source local companies rather than using Amazon. Can be time consuming 
for clerk to source suppliers for small items, Amazon is quick and efficient. Quotes are 
obtained for items over £500 in line with Financial Regulations. The Chairman 
suggested that any future items required from a Councillor that they source 
supplier/materials themselves rather than asking the clerk.  

• Clerk to review BT contract when it comes up for renewal. 

• Why was there an increase in the Sports Ground Grant from £4k to £5k. Refer to 
minute no. 20/076 (17th September 2020) Increase in grant request due to additional 
costs incurred to ensure the grounds/pavilion comply with Covid 19 guidance, the main 
increase was the need to appoint a cleaner as the previous Chairman did this voluntary. 

RESOLVED that the report be approved.  All in favour. 
 

21/053 
 

Information Exchange/Communication Received/Next Agenda Items Only 

• Essex Fire & Rescue visit 24th & 25th March 2021. Cllr Rawlinson reported that 660 
visits were undertaken, 96 of those requiring smoke alarms and referrals. Going 
forward James Drapper, Community PC from Essex Police would like to arrange a 
community engagement event in partnership with BDC BDC. Clerk to email with a 
suggested date of June 17th  

• 2020/21 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (External Audit - PKF 
Littlejohn). The submission deadline for the receipt of the approved AGAR and 
supporting documentation is 1st July 2021.   

▪ Handyman Service: prioritisation of jobs to monitor. Circulate list of tasks. 
▪ Yellow Ribbon – volunteers to meet Cllr Rawlinson at 10.00 am, Saturday 6th, to 

remove 
▪ Reading Room opens for elections on 6th May, Essex Police and Fire Commander 

and ECC Hedingham Division. 
 

21/054 
 

Date and time of next meeting 
The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for Thursday 27th May at 7.30 pm in 
the Reading Room with Covid safe requirements. [NOTE: Meeting has been changed to 
Wednesday 26th May 2021 at 7.30 pm in the Reading Room] 
 

  
The meeting closed at 21:20 pm 
 


