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Great Yeldham Parish Council. 

The Queens Jubilee Celebrations. 

The parish council events group are starting to make plans to celebrate the 

Queens Jubilee on the 5th of June 2022. 

We are looking for help from residents, local groups, and businesses to 

become involved.  

This could be volunteering your time to help with preparations before and 

on the day,  

Local groups to “showcase” what they do in the village or to hold a stall.  

Local businesses as above or if you would like to donate to the fund for 

entertainment for the community.  

This is not an extensive list, just something you a rough idea. 

Please either contact the Parish clerk at the Reading room 01787 237832 

greatyeldhampc@btinternet.com 

or the 4 villages at the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com 

 

We want to make this a special event for all the residents of 

Great Yeldham.  

Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much 

 

 

 

 



Order online at:
www.sure-green.com

Visit our trade counter:
Viridis House, Toppesfield Rd,
Finchingfield, Essex, CM7 4NZ

Contact us on:
01376 503869
sales@sure-green.com
trade@sure-green.com

Opening hours:
Mon to Fri 07.00-18.00
Sat 08.00-17.00   Sun 08.00-16.00

Timber  •  Electric Fencing
Wire  & Ironmongery •  Planters

Compost  •  Plant Protection
Equine Fencing  •  Decking

Gabions  •  Aggregates

FREE LOCAL DELIVERY on orders over £50

FREE Click & Collect            Local HIAB Delivery

QUALITY LANDSCAPING GOODS FROM A LOCAL,
FAMILY-OWNED SUPPLIER IN FINCHINGFIELD



Great Yeldham Post Office Closure 

The Parish Council has been made aware that the current service for 

the Post Office will cease on the 31st  of March 2022.   

This is mainly due to the Sorting Office moving back to Halstead.   

The current service providers have indicated that without the Sorting 

Office contract from Post Office Ltd the revenue generated solely 

through sales commission is not economically viable and with regret 

they are no longer able to operate the service. 

A representative of the Post Office has promised to visit and talk 

about the possibilities of retaining some form of Post Office service. 

Unfortunately, no date has been given for the visit, so it is not 

possible to give any more information at this time. 

When the representative gets in touch and sets a date, posters will be 

displayed throughout the villages to tell residents the time and place 

of the meeting. 

 

 Household Support Fund 

Community360 has been asked to administer the Household 

Support Fund in the Braintree area. Funding up to about £500 is 

available for help with food, energy & water, essentials linked to 

energy & water and wider essentials which could include equipment, 

clothing, essential transport related costs and others. 

The fund is open to all regardless of having children or being of a 

certain age. 

If you feel you could benefit from this fund, in the first instance 

contact Community360 Braintree office on 01376 550507. 

Please note that £500 is the maximum but anything from £10 

upwards will be considered. 



www.ardmorevets.co.uk

Experienced caring Professional service for all your pets
Consultation by appointment

Open all day for advice, prescriptions, over the counter service and
Health/nurse clinic

Main Surgery Local Surgery
57, Cornard Road, 1 Bridge Street
Sudbury, Suffolk Great Yeldham
(01787 372588) (01787) 238255

24 Hour Emergency Service 07836 723934

RIP Scamp 

It is with great sadness that we inform Scamp’s fans that he passed 

away on the 18th of January 2022, he was 15yrs 3mths.  

He has been a huge part of our lives and leaves a big hole.  

We’ve had many adventures and he’s travelled everywhere with us. 

He was mischievous, loving, had a beautiful nature.  

He’s now pain free and at peace. 

x 



Great Yeldham Sports ground 

I’m sure you have noticed the small building, which is situated 

between the zipwire, and picnic benches up at the recreation ground. 

The building has been there for many years, and we have been told 

that it was originally built as a pump house for the ammunition 

storage unit that used to be on the hardstanding, where we now have 

the skate park and basketball nets. Where the picnic benches are 

used to be a water deposit. They built them both in case they had a 

fire in the units as the fire service took a little longer back then to 

arrive. 

The sports ground committee are looking to renovate the old pump 

house. The idea is to clean, then paint the building and have benches 

installed.  

Some funding has been secured towards materials but would 

appreciate any help from the community to complete this project.  

If you can/are 

• donate your time to help with the renovations, this 

includes cleaning, painting, making and/or installing the 

benches. 

• a business who could donate materials or extra funds 

to the project. 

Please contact the parish clerk 01787 237832 or email 

greatyeldhampc@btinternet.com or 

the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com 

 

 

 



Great Yeldham Cottage Garden Society 
 

QUIZ NIGHT  
 

SATURDAY, 19TH MARCH 2022 
7.30 pm Reading Room, Great Yeldham 

BUFFET SUPPER included 
 

   TICKETS £5 per member,  
£6 non members  

INCLUDING SUPPER 
Bring your own drinks 

      

    general knowledge questions 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

RAFFLE 
 

Everybody welcome 
 
Please email joannacwilliams@btinternet.com; ring 
01787 238386 to book your place or put your money in 
a clearly marked envelope and post through the 
door of Hope Cottage, Bridge Street, Gt Yeldham 
(opposite the Dr's surgery), home of Anne Burrows.  

  

 

Teams of 4-6 
dependant on current 
COVID restrictions. 

Numbers will be limited 
in the hall 



Cottage garden society

Despite the continued presence of COVID-19 your committee have 
been hard at work planning Covid safe events for 2020. We are 
pleased to announce our first event since the Owl-R-Us display in 
March 2020. Alan Duthie is hosting a general knowledge quiz for 
members and friends on Saturday March 19th at 7.30. Teams ideally of 
between 4 and 6 people although we may have to adhere to household 
bubbles depending on any restrictions closer to the date. Tickets cost 
£5 per person or £6 for non-members to include a buffet supper but 
please bring your own drinks. Please reserve your ticket as numbers 
will be controlled by either emailing joannacwilliams@btinternet.com or 
place your ticket money in an envelope with your name and deliver to 
Anne Burrows at Hope Cottage, Bridge Street.  Tickets will not be 
available on the door so prebooking is essential. 
 
Other events planned for 2022 include the plant sale in May, an open 
garden, the return of the annual show and a new look AGM with 
cheese & wine.  All events this year are of course subject to change as 
circumstances dictate.  Please also remember that we have asked for 
help on the committee and if no such help is forthcoming by the end of 
this year it is most likely that the society will have to close as there will 
be no-one to run it. Many hands make light work, and many heads can 
come up with numerous ideas for new events so unless you want your 
society to become a distant memory, please think how you could help. 
 
Turning to your gardens now, cut down deciduous ornamental grasses 
left standing over winter, before fresh shoots appear and divide large 
clumps of snowdrops and winter aconites after flowering and replant to 
start new colonies. Prune late-summer flowering clematis, cutting 
stems back to healthy buds about 30cm from the base. Transplant 
deciduous shrubs growing in the wrong place, while they are dormant. 
Pot up containers with hardy spring bedding, such as primroses, 
wallflowers, and forget-me-nots. Prune winter-blooming shrubs such as 
mahonia, winter jasmine and heathers once they've finished flowering. 
Give winter heathers a light trim after flowering, removing shoot tips 
but not cutting back into old wood. Prune buddleja and elder to the 
base to keep these vigorous shrubs to a reasonable size. 
 
Jo Williams (joannacwilliams@btinternet.com)  
 



GT. YELDHAM CARPET BOWLS CLUB 

We are pleased to say that we are now back playing carpet bowls in 

the Reading Room.   This year hopefully, we will get to play friendly 

matches, although when, is the question.  Meanwhile we will continue 

to play and compete amongst ourselves. If you feel like having a go at 

bowling, or are a lapsed bowler, we would welcome you so along and 

meet the team.  We start at 7.15pm to 9.30 approximately.  If you 

require any further information, please call Margaret on 234079. 



YELDHAM & DISTRICT LADIES CLUB 

PROGRAMME 2022 

 

27th January Jackie Lucas – lasting Power of Attorney 

24th February at 7.30pm Mike Wabe - Life and Death in a Victorian Gaol 

31st March at 7.30 – AGM followed by games. 

*Saturday 9th April 7.30pm – Quiz Night run by Peter Tatam 

Planting of Lily’s tree followed by afternoon tea – Date tbc 

28th April at 7.30pm – Jan Cole, The Hedingham Suffragettes 

26th May at 7.30pm – Liz Seetharaman Cats Protection 

Celebration of Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Date tbc 

30th June at 7.30pm Sharon Flowers, how to repair or make absolutely 

anything in fabric 

29th July at 7.30pm Rex Freeman, Growing Old Disgracefully 

25th August at 7.30pm Peter Regelous – A Life on the Road 

29th September at 7.30pm – Harvest Supper followed by Lee Ranson on 

the work of the Braintree Food Bank 

27th October at 7.30pm – The work of the St. Nicholas Hospice 

*24th November at 7.30pm – Music Night with Pete George 

December – Christmas Lunch (Members only) venue tbc 

*Open Night for guests 

Also, guests always welcome unless it states Members only 

Unless otherwise stated all meetings are held in the Gt. Yeldham Reading 

Room  





 

 

THE VILLAGE TELEPHONE BOX 

 

 

 

The next theme is Valentine’s Day:- 

 

1. Did you first meet your loved one on Valentine’s Day? 

2. Did you get engaged or married on Valentine’s Day? 

3. Have you a story to share? 

4. Would you like you and your loved one’s photo in the Kiosk? 

 

I’d love to hear from you so please contact the office and I will get back 

to you. 

 

 

Do you have a theme in mind that you would like to show in the Kiosk? 

If so, please contact the office. 

 

Please note however that it cannot be used for Commercial/Business 

Advertising. 

 

Contact:   greatyeldhampc@btinternet.com 

 

@ a r b o r . e l i t e

FULLY INSURED

07850 877 828
01787 323 505 

 arbor.el i te@yahoo.com
www.arbor-el i te.co.uk

SPECIALISTS
IN ALL

ASPECTS OF
TREE CARE

Make sure you get connected by placing 
your order at countybroadband.co.uk or 
give us a call on 01376 562 002.

REAL FIBRE BROADBAND
IS HERE...

County Broadband has built a new 
REAL FIBRE broadband network
in your area!

Place and order today 
and recieve a £50 

Amazon voucher when 
connected*

FREE 

(Terms apply*)

*For terms & conditions, visit countybroadband.co.uk/terms/promoterms/tncamazon2111.



Sible Hedingham Castle Hedingham
6th 11:00 Family Communion (CW) 9:30 Communion (BCP)

13th 11:00 Communion  9:30 Communion (CW)
20rd 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer
27th 11:00 Communion  (CW) Joint with Sible

Great Yeldham Little Yeldham
6th 11:00 Communion (CW) 9:00 Communion (CW)

13th 11:00 Family Worship 9:30 Morning Prayer
20rd 11:00 Communion (CW) 9:30 Communion (CW)
27th 11:00 Family Worship Joint with Tilbury

Toppesfield Stambourne
6th 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

13th 11:00 Communion (CW) 9:30 Communion (CW)
20rd 11:00 Morning Prayer No Service
27th 11:00 Communion (BCP) No Service

Tilbury-juxta-Clare See our website
6th No Service for latest news, services 

13th No Service  Special Events
20rd No Service and 'contact us' details at

27th 9:30 Communion (CW) www.hedingham.info

Hedinghams & Upper Colne Benefice Services - February 2022



Church News

Building Bridges  

 

Being the only member of my family not to have an American 

passport, I was amused to read of the upset caused recently 

when the word puzzle website ‘Wordle’ sparked outrage by 

including a word with an American spelling! It made me think 

of the ways we can let chasms keep us apart, or build bridges to 

connect us.  

One of the projects that I’m involved in at the moment is 

working on building bridges between scientists and their own 

church congregations around the country. I’ve been fascinated 

to hear the stories of a number of Christians working on 

different scientific frontlines and to see how those stories build 

bridges of understanding and help to dispel the myth that 

science and faith are incompatible. 

I love the connections between our different villages locally and 

I’m pleased that I am now involved in church services at 

Tilbury-juxta-Clare, as well as within the Yeldhams. I look 

forward getting to know those of you who go along to St 

Margaret’s church, and if you’re in that area but don’t yet do 

that, maybe you’d like to join me in starting. You’d be so very 

welcome. 

God bless you 

Justin 





 

DO YOU KNOW . . . . . . 

where this sign can be found in Great Yeldham?  

 

 

 

 

 

 
A symbol the same as the one pictured above, can be found on the  

Stonebridge which goes over the River Stour, coming from the 

Village Green and just before the Yeldham Oak.   Approaching 

Stonebridge from the Bus Stop, look at the brickwork down near 

the bottom left hand side of the bridge. 
 

There you will see a sign similar to that shown above.   This is an 

Ordnance Survey benchmark, a stylized image of a theodolite, the 

instrument used by Surveyors in measuring.   This symbol shows a 

precisely known relationship to the known vertical data of the area, 

in this case the mean sea level.  The home of the datum point for 

the mean sea level for mainland Great Britain is at Newlyn Tidal 

Observatory in Cornwall and the horizontal line on our bridge 

shows the mean sea level at Newlyn, as used by Surveyors. 
 

There may well be other similar benchmarks in the area.   If you 

know of any, please let the Editor know. 
 

For further information go to: 
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/newsroom/blog/ordnance-datum-newlyn-

100-years-old-today 



Craig Fenner
plastering contractor

all aspects covered new build to existing
re skims

Also traditional lime work
over 20 years experience
07855 748428 01787 238494



Turn back the clock with our fun 
and friendly exercise classes to 
improve your

 balance & confidence

 mobility & flexibility

 strength & independence

Come &  

try your first  

class FREE

It’s friendly & fun 
and it’s given me 

my life back!

Great Yeldham- Reading room. Tuesday 11am
Sible Hedingham Baptist church, Tuesday 1pm

Everyone welcome.

Halstead- Bumble and Yarn, Monday 10am.





Kids Page 

Fun Fact: a group of 
geese is also called a gaggle. 

Your challenge:  
Read the rhyme and follow 
the directions. 
Go for a walk somewhere 

you have never been!  

Where will you go?  Then, 

what have you seen?  

Find something that is 

completely new to you.  

Take a photo or draw a 

picture so we can see too! 
 

One or two may get printed in 

this magazine! Send your 

picture (black & white) of the 

place or thing you have seen 

on your new walk to: 

the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com 

Jokes for you: 
What’s a frog’s favourite flower?  A croak-us! 

What do you get if you cross a bike and a flower?  Bicycle petals! 

What do you get if you cross a sheep dog with a daisy? A collie-flower!  

I picked my mum the wrong flowers.  Oopsie daisy! 

    Have fun! 



Call 07421 710775
New phone number



Poetry corner

Spring is the boldest of seasons- 

She constantly sings, 

“take a chance!” 

Though frosts with their biting say 

“Linger” 

Just look how her daffodils dance. 

When March tries to bully 

And bluster 

And tug every leaf it can find, 

Spring answers with joyful 

Young catkins- 

And you won’t find a bud change 

its mind!  

 



The 4 Villages Magazine
If you you like to include any articles or local information in the

magazine please contact the editor.
Georgina the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com

For Adverts please contact the editor as above

Advertising Fees for 2019/20

Black and White (per year):

1/4 page £ 68.00 1/2 page £124.00 Full page £245.00

Colour (per year)

1/4 page £121.00 1/2 page £222.00 Full page £444.00





Dentist
Paul Rolfe BDS

Veneers & Crowns
in a single visit
Dental Implants
Family Dentistry

Lavenham &
Long Melford

01787 882722

www.paulrolfedental.co.uk

DARKINS SUPPLY
STORE

122 Swan Street
Sible Hedingham

Phone: 01787 462536
Open Mon - Sat 8.00 am-5-30 pm

PAINT
DECORATING
SUNDRIES

IRON MONGERY
PET FOOD

GARDEN WARES
HARDWARE

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
KEY CUTTING

AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANING
Email: info@darkins.co.uk

www.darkins.co.uk



DRAINS CLEARED

SEPTIC TANKS
EMPTIED

For fast efficient service
Phone

Great Yeldham
01787237341

or
07890188276



Little Chestnuts currently has
spaces for children 2 years+

available
Please call on 07901 880941 for a
prospectus and to book your 2

Free trial sessions
Open 5 days a week,

Morning session Mon-Fri
afternoon session Tue - Thur
Chairperson Mrs Hayley Stewart

Managers Andrea & Emma
Ofsted ref ;402244
Charity \NO.1056723



Great Yeldham Parish Council

The Parish Council meet the first Thursday of every month,
except in January. All meetings start at 7.30pm in the Reading Rooms,
High Street, Great Yeldham and are open to the public and press. There
are 15 minutes available for public participation. Agenda and Minutes are
published each month on the Parish Council’s website and are placed on
the notice board on the green at the North Street and Bridge Street

junction.
Website: www.greatyeldhampc.co.uk

Office: The Reading Room, High Street, Gt Yeldham, CO9 4ER
01787 237832
Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday ,Thursday 9.15am-2.45pm
There will be periods when the office is closed due to council business
and annual leave but a message can be placed in the post box, sent by
email or left on the answer phone.

Chairman: Mr P Rawlinson, Gt Yeldham 01787 237049

Vice Chairman: Mr J Marks,,Gt Yeldham, 01787 238297

Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer
Tracy Wigmore c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham 01787 237832

Councillors
Mrs G Burr, Gt Yeldham, gburr.gypc@gmail.com
Mrs A Burrows, Gt Yeldham 01787 237959
Mr P King, Gt Yeldham, 07391467541 Phil.kinggypc@gmail.com
Mr T Reddin, treddinpc@gmail.com
Mr B Sargeant, Gt Yeldham 01787 236041
Mr G Theobald, Gt Yeldham gtheobaldgypc@gmail.com 07802252471
Mr M Lovell, Lt Yeldham. markailovell@gmail.com





   

 

Burial ground 

(The Glades, The Lawn, Garden of Remembrance) 

Tracy Wigmore, 

c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham  01787 237832 

 

 

 

Chairman:  Mr Peter Gentry - cllr.pgentry.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Vice-Chairman:  Mr Robert Nott - cllr.rnott.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Clerk:  Mr Adrian Corder-Birch, Rustlings, Howe Drive, Halstead CO9 2QL 

clerk.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Councillors: 

Mrs Katie Chapman – cllr.kchapman.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Amanda Gardiner – cllr.agardiner.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Claudia Gray – cllr.cgray.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mr Anthony Osmond-Evans – cllr.aosmondevans.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Rosie Marsh – cllr.rmarsh.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mr Daren Patient– cllr.dpatient.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mr Patrick Pawsey – cllr.ppawsey.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Mary Pearce – cllr.mpearce.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mr J Russell – cllr.jrussell.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com  

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/little-yeldham-tilbury-juxta-clare-and-

ovington-parish-council/ 

Planning Applications: 

The Parish Council refers planning applications relating to Little Yeldham to 

the Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group who advise the Parish Council 

how to respond to the consultation request from Braintree District Council. 

For more information about the Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group, who 

they are and how they operate, please visit the Planning page on the Parish 

Council website alternatively, contact Peter Gentry at: 

ly.tjc.ovington.parishcouncil@gmail.com. 

Planning applications relating to Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington will be 

dealt with by their respective councillors. 

Little Yeldham, Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington  

Parish Council 





Useful numbers
Rev’d Justin Tomkins

01787 237211 mail@justintomkins.org
Rev 'd Liz Paxton revlizpaxton@gmail.com

CHURCHWARDENS:
St. John the Baptist Little Yeldham
Don Jenkins,, Little Yeldham(237878)

St. Margaret's Tilbury-Juxta-Clare
Mr Terry Dean. Tel: 237256
St. Mary’s Ovington

Fiona Slot and Stephen Norris (278123)

County Councillor :Peter Schweir
cllr.peter.schwier@essex.gov.uk 01787 46047

Braintree District Council, Yeldham Ward
Richard Van Dulken, 07803 932737

Email cllr.rvandulken@braintree.gov.uk

Braintree District Councillor
Mrs. I Parker,

01787 237246 Email cllr.iparker@braintree.gov.uk

Braintree District Council 01376 552525

Doctors:
Castle Surgery

Castle Hedingham 01787 461465
Hilton House Surgery

Castle Hedingham Surgery 01787 461784
Sible Hedingham 01787 460612

Vets: Great. Yeldham 01787 238255





HOPKINSGARAGE
Established 28 years

Contact: Geoff 01787 237978

Servicing M.O.T. Preparation
Repairs & Welding ECU Scanning

Electrical and Engine Diagnosis
Courtesy Car Available

Offices in Halstead, Sudbury, Braintree,
Coggeshall & Tiptree

www.holmes-hills.co.uk 01787 475312

Your local solicitors
Expert legal advice on:
Wills & Probate
Relationships & Separation
Conveyancing

Carol Toulson
Family Solicitor

Holmes & Hills LLP




