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• Boiler InstallaÅon&Replacement
• Complete Central HeaĈng InstallaÅons
• Unvented Cylinder InstallaÅons
• Cylinder Replacements
• System upgrades
• Boiler servicing &breakdowns
• Complete BathroomInstallaÅons

R Groom Plumbing & Heating EngineersG

“CallNow For A Free No
ObligaÅonQuote”

rgroomplumbing.co.uk

Richard:07507157645
Email: rgroom04@gmail.com

Adam:07590263613



GREAT YELDHAM
ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY
I hereby give notice that the
Great Yeldham Annual Parish
Assembly will take place:
Thursday 6th April 2023 at 7.00 pm At the Reading
Room, High Street, Gt Yeldham

This is a meeting for and of the community:
• View draft plans for Bowtells Meadow and share your

thoughts about the project and other activities in the parish –
what has worked well and what hasn’t worked so well.

• Information from local clubs, societies and activities
• Annual Reports from the Parish Council, Braintree District

Council and Essex County Council

Cllr Philip Rawlinson
Chairman, Gt Yeldham Parish Council
16th March 2023

Great Yeldham Parish Council will be hosting the
‘Big Lunch’ bringing the community together to
share friendship, food and fun! Join us at the

Recreation Ground, Toppesfield Road (No vehicle
parking except Blue Badge Holders)

SUNDAY 7TH MAY 2023
1.00-4.00 PM

Ticket reservation - email greatyeldhampc@btinternet.com
For updates see our website https://greatyeldhampc.co.uk

Contact the Editor John on
01787 238297

Or email:
the4villagesmagazine@gmail

.com



YELDHAM & DISTRICT LADIES CLUB 

Our March speaker David Caulfield gave a very interesting 

and amusing talk about his early days in the music industry, 

of forming a band and all the celebs he encountered.  He 

and his wife are performing at the Arts Theatre in Haverhill 

in May.  We are in the process or organising a cream tea 

together with Veteran’s Club members to celebrate the 

Coronation of Charles III.  We will be holding this in the 

Reading Room on the 3rd May and will be for members only.  

If you would like any more information about the Ladies Club 

and please ring Margaret 237049 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN YOUNG AND OLD 

WE NEED YOU!! 

We are Great Yeldham Carpet Bowls Club and we have been 

running for 30+ years but unfortunately, our numbers have 

declined over the last year and we are on the verge of closing 

down, !! WE DON’T WANT TO SEE THAT HAPPEN !! 

Carpet Bowls was started up for small villages to come together 

and meet their neighbours. So please Ladies and Gentlemen, if 

you would like to come along and give it a go (no experience is 

necessary and no equipment is required) just bring yourselves 

down and give it a try, you might even enjoy it!! 

We meet at the Reading Rooms (Village Hall) Great Yeldham, on 

a Tuesday Evening. Doors open at 7.00pm. 

Looking forward to seeing you there. 

Thank you 

Val Kidd (Captain) 



Appeasement 
 
Rushing around on your feet 
There are dead-lines you have to meet 
You are always in such a hurry 
You have to care 
You have to worry 
 
But, stop, balance it out 
Do not go too far 
Otherwise, chances are 
You will falter 
And fall on your face 
If you do no level your pace 
 
Be responsible and get the job done 
But make sure you see the sun 
Feel the air 
See the trees 
Make the time to feel some ease 
 
Consider yourself 
And what you deserve,  
You must not dodge 
You must not swerve 
Your own personal needs 
They are very important 
And should always be kept at the forefront and prominent 
 
Find the time 
Use it well 
Make yourself ignore the bell 
Of the door or the phone 
Enjoy the pleasure of being alone 
To think of nothing 
But what you please 
Now is the time to appease 
 
By Rosemarie Sayer 



Sible Hedingham Castle Hedingham

7th 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

14th 11:00 Communion 9:30 Communion

21st 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

28th 11:00 Pentecost Communion

Great Yeldham Little Yeldham

7th 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

14th 11:00 Family worship 9:30 Morning Prayer

21st 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

28th 11:00 Pentecost Family worship Service at Tilbury-juxta-Clare

Toppesfield Stambourne

7th 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

14th 11:00 Communion 9:30 Communion

21st 11:00 Morning Prayer

28th 11:00 Pentecost Communon

Tilbury-juxta-Clare See our website

7th for latest news, services 

14th  Special Events

21st and 'contact us' details at
28th 9:30 Pentecost Communion www.hedingham.info

Hedinghams & Upper Colne Benefice Services - May 2023



Church News
 

Biblical wisdom 
 

The Bible is full of characters. Some like Joseph with his 

technicolour dream coat achieve West End fame, or like Moses, 

the Prince of Egypt, have their stories told in films. Some like 

Queen Esther live in palaces. Others like the midwives, Shiphrah 

and Puah, work in less exalted contexts. 

What relevance do these characters and others have for a world 

of artificial intelligence, climate change, contemporary 

coronations, international conflict, and the premier league? 

Sunday by Sunday these questions are explored in our local 

churches.  

As well as those ongoing opportunities, this month of May 

includes the possibility of spending a few evenings together 

reading extended sections of the Bible as we feed on its wisdom. 

Do get in touch with me (01787-237 211 or 

mail@justintomkins.org) if you’d like more information about 

being part of that.    

Before that, do look out for St Andrew’s church serving cake and 

hot drinks at the Great Yeldham coronation celebrations on 7th 

May. We’ll be raising funds to support earthquake relief efforts in 

Syria and Turkey.  

God bless you  

Justin 

 



Essex Highways is calling on landowners with ditches, low 
hanging trees and hedges near roads to make sure these 
are cleared and cut back ahead of the spring. 

Landowners are responsible for maintaining trees, hedges, shrubs and 
ditches on their land, especially if they are close or next to a road or 
pavement. 

Landowners have a duty of care to take reasonable steps to prevent, or 
reduce as far as possible, the risk of injury or damage that could be caused 
to anyone else. 

Carrying out this work ensures that roads and pathways are kept clear as 
vegetation grows during the warmer months making them easier to use for 
pedestrians and motorists. 

Examples of works that should be carried out by landowners include: 

• Cutting back overhanging branches, trimming overgrown hedges, 
which reduce the width of or block the view of the road. 

• Cutting back overhanging branches that reduce the height or 
clearance of the road for tall vehicles such as double decker school 
buses. 

• Removing or trimming a damaged or diseased tree that is in danger 
of falling onto the road or pavement. 

• Trimming overgrown vegetation obscuring road signs or streetlights. 

• Clearing of any ditches located on private land to avoid any flooding 
during periods of heavy rain. 

Most trees and hedges by roads are on land owned by private landowners, 
including district councils, city council, parish councils, housing associations 
and homeowners. Private landowners have a duty of responsibility towards 
overgrown vegetation over the highway on their privately owned land. 

Cllr Lee Scott, Essex County Council Cabinet Member for Highways 
Maintenance and Sustainable Transport said:  

“The maintenance of the vegetation found on our road network plays a 
crucial role in ensuring they are safe for all road users.  

We will do our bit to ensure that the vegetation and ditches located on our 
land are maintained. However, we are unable to maintain anything located 
on private land. This is where we will need the help of landowners.  

Please look after the area outside your home by keeping any 
overhanging vegetation and ditches clear and encourage your 
neighbours to do the same.” 



Great Yeldham Table Tennis Club 

 

Welcome to our new members, Carl Raven and 

Bernie and Derek Leo, good to see you. 

We meet every Wednesday evening in the Reading 

Room between 7.00 and 9.00pm, all are welcome 

and you get Tea/Coffee and Biscuits. 

Hope to see you there. 

For more information, please contact John (01787 

238297) or Phil (07391 467541) 



GREAT YELDHAM COTTAGE GARDEN 
SOCIETY 

 

PLANT SALE 
 

ON THE VILLAGE GREEN 
(On the corner of Bridge St and North Rd) 

 
SATURDAY 

13th MAY 2023 
from 9.30 a.m. 

 
bedding plants, perennials, shrubs, 

second-hand garden paraphernalia and 
home-grown plants (flowers and 

vegetables) 
   
 

ALL DONATIONS WELCOME 
 

For donations of plants surplus to your 
requirements, divided perennials, 

unwanted garden implements etc. please 
bring to the Village Green on the day of 

the sale or contact Anne Burrows on 
01787 237959 

or e-mail: annevburrows@btinternet.com 



GREAT YELDHAM COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY

The society visited the National Stud in Newmarket on Sunday 2nd April 
and it was truly a fascinating insight into the breeding of race horses. If 
you haven’t been we fully recommend a visit.  
 
Please take note of the poster opposite advertising our annual plant 
sale. We aim to time this sale so that bedding plants will be safe 
outdoors. Planting up tubs or hanging baskets before this can put 
tender plants at risk of a late frost. 
 
Continuing the preview of classes in the Annual Show on Saturday 3rd 
September, here are the vegetable classes with a new class 
specifically for children this year: Potatoes - coloured – three; Potatoes 
- white – three; Onions – three (dressed); Onions, green salad. (Spring 
onions), five; Shallots – seven; Leeks – two; Carrots – five; Beetroots - 
globe – three; French beans – seven; Runner beans – six;  Lettuce; 
Cucumber; Tomatoes - medium – four; Tomatoes - cherry – six; 
Tomatoes - one truss; Peppers – two; Courgettes – three; Marrows – 
two; Herbs - culinary - a vase containing a sprig each of four different 
kinds (named); Pears - dessert – four; Apples - cooking – four; Apples - 
dessert – four; Plums or greengages - dessert – six; Dish of fruit - of 
one kind not listed above; My best vegetable; Heaviest marrow; 
Heaviest pumpkin; Longest runner bean; Freak vegetable; Trug or 
Basket of assorted vegetables; Cress, growing in a container (max 
6x6ins). UNDER 17s ONLY.  Remember to check out the Show 
Schedule for the specific rules for each class. 
 
Thinking about growing veg this year prompted me to buy a soil test kit 
to measure the nutrient levels in my soil, specifically nitrogen, 
potassium and potash as well as the pH of the soil. This easy test 
showed that my vegetable plot was depleted in all three nutrients which 
may explain why the productivity of my plot has been decreasing over 
the last few years. This may in part be due to repeated flooding from 
the river, washing all the nutrients away. Hence, I have now invested in 
some horticultural fertilizer to maintain plant nutrition levels and 
promote healthy growth in addition to the compost that I make every 
year. 
 

Tickets are now available for Professor Chris Gibson’s talk on 
Gardening with Wildlife in Mind on Saturday 17th June at 7.30pm. £12 
for members and £15 non members to include a buffet supper. Tickets 
from Jo Williams, joannacwilliams@btinternet.com / 07970240037. 



Great Yeldham Walking Group 
 
 
Great Yeldham has a generous network of public footpaths extending in 
all directions. Join our small, informal group to explore and enjoy local 
countryside in all the seasons of the year.  We do our best to avoid the 
muddier routes in the winter and are hoping that as summer 
approaches, more paths should dry out for better walking. 
 
Our regular walks leave from the village green on the second Saturdays 
of the month and last about two hours. To stretch your legs little further 
you can now also join us for slightly longer walks on the fourth 
Saturdays. These can take up to two and a half hours. 
 
The walks leave from the Village Green (by the village sign) at 10.00 am 
on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays of the month. All are welcome. 
 
Details of any last minute changes, dates, maps etc are shown on the 
web site at http://www.markwoodwheels.co.uk/walks/group.html 
 
Contact: Mark Wood, tel: 01787 237593 or 0370 560 7875,                           

e-mail: mark@markwoodwheels.co.uk 

Give the gift of a brighter future

As a thank for your monthly donation, you will receive
Your very own handmade, native bag of Beebombs to sow

A special thank you print to frame 

Updates on how your donation is changing lives

Your gift of a donation is vital in helping to give
a brighter tomorrow to young people living with cancer 

Your regular gift of just £5 a month could go towards supporting young cancer patients
through our Care Packages, Age-appropriate Rooms in hospitals and Research.

Not only will you be giving a brighter future to teenagers and young adults 
with cancer but also a future to bees, wildlife, and the environment.

www.tombowdidgefoundation.org   |   07771 646654  |  
9 Firmins Court, West Bergholt, Colchester, Essex, CO6 3BQ – Registered in England and Wales 1156553



Little Yeldham Village Hall 
School Road, 

Little Yeldham, 

Halstead, 

Essex CO9 4LH 

main.lyvillagehall@gmail.com 

NOTICE 

Annual General Meeting 

Election of 2023/2024 Management 

Committee 

Friday 19th May 2023 

7.00 pm 

All residents are welcome to attend 

Registered Charity No. 301359 



actor Tony Harris returns to entertain us  

as Winston Churchill

Join us for an evening of  
fun and friendship

Saturday, 1st July 2023, 7.00 for 7.30pm
at the Medieval Barn, Upper Yeldham Hall, Hall Green,  

Little Yeldham CO9 4LF



Little Yeldham

Friends
of

St John
the Baptist

2-COURSE BUFFET
CASH BAR
RAFFLE

£20.00 PER HEAD
ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY

TO BOOK, CALL 01787 237938

VEGETARIAN/VEGAN MEALS MUST BE PRE-ORDERED AT TIME OF BOOKING

Registered Charity No. 111013



www.ardmorevets.co.uk

Experienced caring Professional service for all your pets
Consultation by appointment

Open all day for advice, prescriptions, over the counter service and
Health/nurse clinic

Main Surgery Local Surgery
57, Cornard Road, 1 Bridge Street
Sudbury, Suffolk Great Yeldham
(01787 372588) (01787) 238255

24 Hour Emergency Service 07836 723934



  St Andrews Café – May the 4th be with you!                     

The café, run in partnership with St Andrews Church in 

Great Yeldham, first opened in September 2021. It now 

provides a regular space for people in the village and 

surrounding areas to connect and catch up with old friends 

and to make new ones.  We are delighted that the café has 

proved to be so popular and that it has become established 

as a regular event to look forward to, for so many people.  

This month, the café will be held on the 4th May, hence the 
terrible Star Wars pun above, for which we can only 
apologise. The café is run by volunteers who provide 
refreshments and bake in advance, to ensure that there is a 
good selection of cakes and biscuits available. There is no 
charge but we are always grateful for any donations we 
receive towards the running of the cafe. Everyone is very 
welcome to come along – our youngest visitor was only a 
few weeks old, and our oldest visitor recently celebrated her 
99th birthday. 
 
The café takes place in St Andrews Church and is open 
from 10.00am to 11.30am on these dates; 
   

4th May     8th June    
6th July    7th September  
5th October     9th November  
7th December 

 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 







The 4 Villages Magazine
If you would like to include any articles or local information in the

magazine, or if you would like to place an advert, please contact
the editor John at:

The4villagesmagazine@gmail.com

Advertising Fees for 2022/2023 - 10 editions

Black and White

¼ page - £81.60 ½ page - £148.80 Full page - £294.00

Colour

¼ page - £145.20 ½ page - £266.40 Full page - £532.80

Great Yeldham Reading Rooms
Good sized hall with stage and use of rear garden area.

Perfectly suitable for parties, meetings, groups, clubs, events, quizzes
and fundraisers, wedding receptions, etc.

Full use of tables and padded chairs, plus well-equipped kitchen.

£8 per hour – Yeldham residents

£13 per hour – non-Yeldham residents

To view the hall availability, please visit –

https://greatyeldhamreadingroom.org.uk/ Events Calendar

or contact John for bookings on – 01787 238297 or email
john.gyrrclerk@gmail.com

Conditions of hire apply and deposit required.

All hirings are at the discretion of the Management Committee.



The views and opinions expressed in the 4 Villages Magazine, including those claims and
opinions expressed in any advertisements, are independent of and do not necessarily
reflect the views and opinions of the publishers. They cannot accept responsibility for the
accuracy of the advertisers. Editorial material does not necessarily reflect the views and
opinions of the publishers and neither editorial nor advertisements are to be read as
recommended.





Acorns Pre-School Ltd
Tel: 01787 237684

acornspreschool@hotmail.co.uk

Church Road

Great Yeldham

CO9 4PT

Now offering afternoon sessions

For enquiries, please contact Sophie

Registered Company No.

0719936



Useful Numbers 

 

Rev’d Justin Tomkins – (237211) – mail@justintomkins.org 

Rev’d Liz Paxton – revlizpaxton@gmail.com 

 

Church Wardens: 

St.Andrews, Great Yeldham - Ann Metson (237243) 

St. Margaret’s Tilbury-Juxta-Clare – Terry Dean (237256) 

St. Mary’s Ovington – Fiona Slot and Stephen Norris (278123) 

 

Braintree District Council: – 01376 552525 

County Councillor: 

Peter Schwier (460473) – cllr.peter.schwier@essex.gov.uk 

Braintree District Councillor, Yeldham Ward: 

Richard Van Dulken (07803 932737) – cllr.rvandulken@braintree.gov.uk 

Braintree District Councillor: 

Iona Parker (237246) – cllr.iparker@braintree.gov.uk 

 

Doctors: 

Castle Surgery – Castle Hedingham – (461465) 

Hilton House Surgery – Sible Hedingham – (460612) 

Vets: 

Ardmore – Great Yeldham – (238255) 



Call 07421 710775



Dentist
Paul Rolfe BDS

Veneers & Crowns
in a single visit
Dental Implants
Family Dentistry

Lavenham &
Long Melford

01787 882722

www.paulrolfedental.co.uk

DARKINS SUPPLY
STORE

122 Swan Street
Sible Hedingham

Phone: 01787 462536
Open Mon - Sat 8.00 am-5-30 pm

PAINT
DECORATING
SUNDRIES

IRON MONGERY
PET FOOD

GARDEN WARES
HARDWARE

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
KEY CUTTING

AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANING
Email: info@darkins.co.uk

www.darkinssupplystores.co.uk



@ a r b o r . e l i t e

F U L L Y I N S U R E D

0 7 8 5 0 8 7 7 8 2 8
0 1 7 8 7 3 2 3 5 0 5

a r b o r . e l i t e @ y a h o o . c o m
w w w . a r b o r - e l i t e . c o . u k

S P E C I A L I S T S
I N A L L

A S P E C T S O F
T R E E C A R E

For fast efficient service
Phone

Great Yeldham
01787237341

or
07890188276

SEPTIC TANKS
EMPTIED

DRAINS CLEARED



Great Yeldham Parish Council

The Parish Council meet the first Thursday of every month,
except in January. All meetings start at 7.30pm in the Reading Rooms,
High Street, Great Yeldham and are open to the public and press. There
are 15 minutes available for public participation. Agenda and Minutes are
published each month on the Parish Council’s website and are placed on
the notice board on the green at the North Street and Bridge Street

junction.
Website: www.greatyeldhampc.co.uk

Office: The Reading Room, High Street, Gt Yeldham, CO9 4ER
01787 237832
Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday ,Thursday 10.30 - 1.30pm
There will be periods when the office is closed due to council business
and annual leave but a message can be placed in the post box, sent by
email or left on the answer phone.

Chairman: Mr P Rawlinson, Gt Yeldham 01787 237049

Vice Chairman: Mr J Marks, Gt Yeldham, 01787 238297
Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer:
Tracy Wigmore c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham 01787 237832
Councillors:
Mrs G Burr, Gt Yeldham, gburr.gypc@gmail.com
Mrs A Burrows, Gt Yeldham 01787 237959
Mr P King, Gt Yeldham, 07391467541 Phil.kinggypc@gmail.com
Mr Bikaram Chahal, Gt Yeldham, bsingh_gypc@outlook.com
Mr B Sargeant, Gt Yeldham 01787 236041
Mr G Theobald, Gt Yeldham gtheobaldgypc@gmail.com 07802252471
Mr M Lovell, Lt Yeldham. markailovell@gmail.com

Burial Ground
(The Glades,The Lawn, Garden of Remembrance)

Tracy Wigmore,
c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham 01787 237832



Trust the experts to take care
of your system.

With over 50 years of experience in wastewater
treatment we’ll keep your system running smoothly.

• Emptying & desludge
• Servicing
• Repairs
• Installation

Call today to book your service or free site survey
01371 850537 service@owlshall.co.uk www.owlshall.co.uk

i f you book your f irst serviceand empty with us

Off mains sewers?
Relying on a septic tank or
sewage treatment plant?

£25 off Quote

Buying or selling a house? Ask us for detailsabout our Home Buyer DrainSurvey.

SAE25



Little Yeldham, Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington

Parish Council

Chairman: Mr Peter Gentry – cllr.pgentry.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Vice-Chairman: Mr Robert Nott – cllr.rnott.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Clerk: Mr Adrian Corder-Birch, Rustlings, Howe Drive, Halstead CO9 2QL –
clerk.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Councillors:

Mrs Katie Chapman – cllr.kchapman.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Mrs Amanda Gardiner – cllr.agardiner.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Mrs Claudie Gray – cllr.cgray.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Mr Anthony Osmond-Evans – cllr.aosmondevans.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Mrs Rosie Marsh – cllr.rmarsh.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Mr Daren Patient – cllr.dpatient.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Mr Patrick Pawsey – cllr.ppawsey.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Mrs Mary Pearce – cllr.mpearce.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Mr J Russell – cllr.jrussell.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/little-yeldham-tilbury-juxta-clare-and-ovington-
parish-council/

Planning Applications:

The Parish Council refers planning applications relating to Little Yeldham to
the Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group who advise the Parish Council
how to respond to the consultation request from Braintree District Council. For
more information about the Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group, who they
are and how they operate, please visit the Planning page on the Parish
Council website alternatively, contact Peter Gentry at:
.ly.tjc.ovington.parishcouncil@gmail.com.

Planning applications relating to Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington, will be dealt
with by their respective councillors.



Craig Fenner
Plastering Contractor
All aspects covered from

new builds
to existing re-skims

Also traditional lime work
Over 20 years’ experience

07855 748428 or 01787
238494

For property transactions, Holmes 
& Hills' complet ion rate is over 90%, 
this is 20% higher than the national 
average*

A 20% higher 
rate of successful 
complet ions

Speak to Paige Hornabrook today for an 
init ial conveyancing quote 

01787 475312 | Trinity Street , Halstead
www.holmes-hills.co.uk

*Holmes & Hills' successful completion rate is calculated using sample data for 400 residential property transactions started between October 2021 to 
December 2021 and is compared to national average successful completion rate of 75% (provided by Rightmove - 11/05/2022)



NOTE! The following items must not go in to skips but can be taken away
for extra charge: - Fridges/Freezers – Mattresses - Car Batteries - Tyres -
Gas Canisters - Asbestos - Plaster Board


