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• Boiler InstallaÅon&Replacement
• Complete Central HeaĈng InstallaÅons
• Unvented Cylinder InstallaÅons
• Cylinder Replacements
• System upgrades
• Boiler servicing &breakdowns
• Complete BathroomInstallaÅons

R Groom Plumbing & Heating EngineersG

“CallNow For A Free No
ObligaÅonQuote”

rgroomplumbing.co.uk

Richard:07507157645
Email: rgroom04@gmail.com

Adam:07590263613



 

Note from the Editor: 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING THE 4 VILLAGES 

MAGAZINE 

 

• With effect from the 1st August this magazine will be 

produced on a bi-monthly basis (6 editions a year) 

Increased production costs have forced us to take this 

decision, which was not taken lightly. We realise that the 

magazine is an important media for information but there 

are other ways of getting this information. 

• There will be a new ‘4villagesmagazine’ Facebook page 

• Access can also be found at the following, 

The Parish website at - https://greatyeldhampc.co.uk 

The Reading Room website at – 

https://greatyeldhamreadingroom.org.uk 

• There is also a notice board on the village green outside 

the local shop, which displays important information. 

We hope the above steps we have had to take, will be received 

favourably by our readers but in today’s current climate there is 

not much we can do, our hands are tied. 

Thank you and enjoy your magazine.  

 

BREAKING NEWS 

Castle Hedingham Post Office new branch opening on 

Monday 31 July 2023 at The Village Shop, 5 St James 

Street, Castle Hedingham, Opening Times: Monday to 

Friday 09:00 – 13:00, Saturday & Sunday Closed 

 



Church News
Hard to spot 
 

When I was in St Andrew’s Primary School recently, we were 

looking at animals who were hard to spot within their 

backgrounds. As well as colour-changing chameleons and stick 

insects who look like twigs, so many animals are coloured and 

patterned to make them difficult to see. 

The children and I were thinking about the fact that hope too, 

can sometimes seem to be out of sight. We thought about times 

when things are tough and we can’t imagine our problems being 

solved. We thought too about the ways in which, sometimes, 

hope can take us by surprise. We recognised that we sometimes 

reach the end of the day having discovered a solution or a joy 

that we’d given up hoping for.    

Whatever this summer holds for you, I pray that you’re surprised 

by hope over these coming days and weeks. 

God bless you  

Justin 

 

ADVANCE NOTICE 

 

BOWTELL’S MEADOW/CHURCHFIELDS 

 

On August 17th, 2023, there will be a public meeting in the 

Reading Room to discuss plans regarding Bowtell’sMeadow and 

Churchfields. Reps from ECC Highways will be there to answer 

your questions. The meeting starts at 7.30pm. 

If you don’t come, you won’t know what’s happening. 



Sible Hedingham Castle Hedingham

2nd 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

9th 11:00 Communion 9:30 Communion

16th 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

23rd 11:00 Communion 4:00 Evening Prayer

30th Benefice Service - Great Yeldham Benefice Service - Great Yeldham

Great Yeldham Little Yeldham

2nd 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

9th 11:00 Family worship 9:30 Morning Prayer

16th 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

23rd 11:00 'Friendship Sunday' Service Service at Tilbury-juxta-Clare

30th 11:00 Joint Benefice service Benefice Service - Great Yeldham

Toppesfield Stambourne

2nd 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

9th 11:00 Communion 9:30 Communion

16th 11:00 Morning Prayer

23rd 11:00 Communion

30th Benefice Service - Great Yeldham Benefice Service - Great Yeldham

Tilbury-juxta-Clare See our website

2nd for latest news, services 

9th  Special Events

16th and 'contact us' details at
23rd 9:30 Communion www.hedingham.info
30th Benefice Service - Great Yeldham

Hedinghams & Upper Colne Benefice Services - July 2023



GREAT YELDHAM COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY 

 

presents a luxury coach trip to  

 RHS Garden Wisley  

 Sunday 23rd July 2023 

Leaving the Village Green     Bus Stop 
at 9am and returning approx. 

5.30pm 

 
Tickets  £20 CGS members; £23 non 

members  

Tickets in advance from Jo 
Williams   

07970240037 

01787 238386 

joannacwilliams@btinternet.com                               

 

 

Wisley is the historic 

home of the RHS and 

houses one of the 

largest plant 

collections in the 

world. The gardens 

delight through every 

season with 

unforgettable mixed 

borders and roses in 

summer. As an RHS 

affiliated society we 

get free entry to an      

RHS garden each year 

so this is a bargain.                           

Guided tour of the 

garden included. 

 



Great Yeldham Cottage Garden Society 
 

On Saturday 17th June, members and friends enjoyed a most 
fascinating insight into Gardening with Wildlife in Mind / Rewilding Your 
Mind by Chris Gibson. Chris gave us lots of tips for things that we can 
do in our gardens to encourage and help wildlife to flourish and 
reiterated that even if you feel you cannot do everything that he 
recommends it is better to do one or two things than to do nothing at 
all. For anyone interested in this subject please do visit 
www.chrisgibsonwildlife.co.uk.  
 
Our next event is a coach trip to RHS Garden Wisley. Wisley is the 
historic home of the RHS and houses one of the largest plant 
collections in the world. The gardens delight through every season with 
unforgettable mixed borders and roses in summer. There is so much to 
see: Old Laboratory, Wellbeing Garden, World Food Garden, Wildlife 
Garden, Exotic Garden, Jellicoe Canal, Glasshouse and Glasshouse 
Borders, Seven Acres, Battleston Hill, Rock Garden, Oakwood, Back to 
Nature Garden, Jubilee Arboretum, Conifer Lawn & Wisteria Walk, 
Walled Gardens, Howard’s Field, Herons Bonsai Walk, Orchard, Trials 
Garden, Pinetum, Alpine Meadow, Cottage Garden, Mediterranean 
Terraces, Bowles’ Corner, Bowes-Lyon Rose Garden, Mixed Borders 
and of course the Garden Centre - please see the poster opposite for 
details and contact me for tickets. 
 
Finally remember our Annual Show on 2nd September in The Reading 
Room. Here is a preview of the last two sections; in the Craft section: 
A Hand Knitted Item; An exhibit of Cross Stitch – unframed; An exhibit 
of Crochet; A Wooden Item; A Painting; An item of Papercraft; A Pencil 
Sketch; Any other exhibit not listed above; and for Children: An 
Eggbox Monster; A Rocket made from Lego or similar building bricks; A 
photograph of a Flower; Coloured-in picture of a Crown; Design the 
front cover of the 2024 schedule (max A4 size); A Miniature Garden on 
a Plate.  Schedules are available from myself or from Stonebridge 
House and registration is on Wednesday 31st August in the Reading 
Room between 7 and 8pm or on the morning of the show between 9 
and 10.30am.  Entry open to everyone, no experience required. It is all 
very informal and just a bit of fun so do please take part as without 
any entries there is no show at all. 

Jo Williams (joannacwilliams@btinternet.com) 



 

 

YELDHAM & DISTRICT LADIES CLUB 

Our last speaker certainly ‘lifted the lid’ on the smoke and 

mirrors of ‘luvvieland.  He spoke about his job as, what used 

to be called ‘extras’, in the film industry and the amazing 

people he has met and worked with.  Our speaker for 27th 

July has replaced Alex Mair, who has cancelled due to ill 

health.  Peter Tatam has offered to step and give us one of 

his brilliant talks and slides on his many interesting walks 

around the Suffolk countryside.  If you need any further 

information about the club ring Margaret 237049. 

 

 

GREAT YELDAHM CARPET BOWLING CLUB 

Our bowling club is still open for new members and as 

mentioned before, if you don’t have a clue about bowling 

there is friendly tuition to help you.  Your first two visits are 

free with tea, biscuits and chat thrown in!  We are a friendly 

bunch and will welcome you with open arms.  We play every 

Tuesday at the Reading Room from 7.15 to 9.30pm. Call 

Margaret 237049 if you need any further information. 

 



Craig Fenner
Plastering Contractor
All aspects covered from

new builds
to existing re-skims

Also traditional lime work
Over 20 years’ experience
07855 748428 or 01787

238494

Great Yeldham Table Tennis Club 

 

We now have approximately 20 members who regularly meet 

on a Wednesday evening in the Reading Room between 7.00 

and 9.00pm. We have 3 new tables; all are welcome and you 

get Tea/Coffee and Biscuits. 

Some of our players are now representing Great Yeldham in 

the Braintree & District Summer League. 

It only costs £2.50 to play. Hope to see you there. 

For more information, please contact John (01787 238297) or 

Phil (07391 467541) 



www.ardmorevets.co.uk

Experienced caring Professional service for all your pets
Consultation by appointment

Open all day for advice, prescriptions, over the counter service and
Health/nurse clinic

Main Surgery Local Surgery
57, Cornard Road, 1 Bridge Street
Sudbury, Suffolk Great Yeldham
(01787 372588) (01787) 238255

24 Hour Emergency Service 07836 723934







The 4 Villages Magazine 

If you would like to include any articles or local information in the 

magazine, or if you would like to place an advert, please contact 

John, the editor at: 

the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com or ring 01787 238297 

 

Advertising Fees for 2023/2024 – 6 editions - bi-monthly 

Black and White 

¼ page - £48.96 ½ page – £89.28 Full page - £176.40 

Colour 

¼ page – £87.12 ½ page – £159.84 Full page - 

£319.68 

The 4 Villages Magazine 

If you would like to include any articles or local information in the 

magazine, or if you would like to place an advert, please contact 

John, the editor at: 

the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com or ring 01787 238297 

 

Advertising Fees for 2023/2024 – 6 editions - bi-monthly 

Black and White 

¼ page - £81.60 ½ page – £148.80 Full page - £294.00 

Colour 

¼ page – £145.20 ½ page – £266.40 Full page - £532.80 

Great Yeldham Reading Rooms
Good sized hall with stage and use of rear garden area.

Perfectly suitable for parties, meetings, groups, clubs, events, quizzes
and fundraisers, wedding receptions, etc.

Full use of tables and padded chairs, plus well-equipped kitchen.

£10 per hour – Yeldham residents

£15 per hour – non-Yeldham residents

To view the hall availability, please visit –

https://greatyeldhamreadingroom.org.uk/ Events Calendar

or contact John for bookings on – 01787 238297 or email
john.gyrrclerk@gmail.com

Conditions of hire apply and deposit required.

All hirings are at the discretion of the Management Committee.





Acorns Pre-School Ltd
Tel: 01787 237684

acornspreschool@hotmail.co.uk

Church Road

Great Yeldham

CO9 4PT

Now offering afternoon sessions

For enquiries, please contact Sophie

Registered Company No.

0719936



Useful Numbers 

 

Rev’d Justin Tomkins – (237211) – mail@justintomkins.org 

Rev’d Liz Paxton – revlizpaxton@gmail.com 

 

Church Wardens: 

St.Andrews, Great Yeldham - Ann Metson (237243) 

St. Margaret’s Tilbury-Juxta-Clare – Terry Dean (237256) 

St. Mary’s Ovington – Fiona Slot and Stephen Norris (278123) 

 

Braintree District Council: – 01376 552525 

County Councillor: 

Peter Schwier (460473) – cllr.peter.schwier@essex.gov.uk 

Braintree District Councillor, Yeldham Ward: 

Richard Van Dulken (07803 932737) – cllr.rvandulken@braintree.gov.uk 

Braintree District Councillor: 

Iona Parker (237246) – cllr.iparker@braintree.gov.uk 

 

Doctors: 

Castle Surgery – Castle Hedingham – (461465) 

Hilton House Surgery – Sible Hedingham – (460612) 

Vets: 

Ardmore – Great Yeldham – (238255) 



Call 07421 710775



Dentist
Paul Rolfe BDS

Veneers & Crowns
in a single visit
Dental Implants
Family Dentistry

Lavenham &
Long Melford

01787 882722

www.paulrolfedental.co.uk

DARKINS SUPPLY
STORE

122 Swan Street
Sible Hedingham

Phone: 01787 462536
Open Mon - Sat 8.00 am-5-30 pm

PAINT
DECORATING
SUNDRIES

IRON MONGERY
PET FOOD

GARDEN WARES
HARDWARE

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
KEY CUTTING

AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANING
Email: info@darkins.co.uk

www.darkinssupplystores.co.uk



@ a r b o r . e l i t e

F U L LY I N S U R E D

0 7 8 5 0 8 7 7 8 2 8
0 1 7 8 7 3 2 3 5 0 5

a r b o r . e l i t e @ y a h o o . c o m
w w w . a r b o r - e l i t e . c o . u k

SPEC IAL I STS
IN ALL

ASPECTSOF
TREE CARE

For fast efficient service
Phone

Great Yeldham
01787237341

or
07890188276

SEPTIC TANKS
EMPTIED

DRAINS CLEARED



Great Yeldham Parish Council

The Parish Council meet the first Thursday of every month,
except in January. All meetings start at 7.30pm in the Reading Rooms,
High Street, Great Yeldham and are open to the public and press. There
are 15 minutes available for public participation. Agenda and Minutes are
published each month on the Parish Council’s website and are placed on
the notice board on the green at the North Street and Bridge Street

junction.
Website: www.greatyeldhampc.co.uk

Office: The Reading Room, High Street, Gt Yeldham, CO9 4ER
01787 237832
Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday ,Thursday 10.30 - 1.30pm
There will be periods when the office is closed due to council business
and annual leave but a message can be placed in the post box, sent by
email or left on the answer phone.

Chairman: Mr P Rawlinson, Gt Yeldham 01787 237049

Vice Chairman: Mr J Marks, Gt Yeldham, 01787 238297
Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer:
Tracy Wigmore c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham 01787 237832
Councillors:
Mrs G Burr, Gt Yeldham, gburr.gypc@gmail.com
Mrs A Burrows, Gt Yeldham 01787 237959
Mr P King, Gt Yeldham, 07391467541 Phil.kinggypc@gmail.com
Mr Bikaram Chahal, Gt Yeldham, bsingh_gypc@outlook.com
Mr B Sargeant, Gt Yeldham 01787 236041
Mr G Theobald, Gt Yeldham gtheobaldgypc@gmail.com 07802252471
Mr M Lovell, Lt Yeldham. markailovell@gmail.com

Burial Ground
(The Glades,The Lawn, Garden of Remembrance)

Tracy Wigmore,
c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham 01787 237832



Trust the experts to take care
of your system.

With over 50 years of experience in wastewater
treatment we’ll keep your system running smoothly.

• Emptying & desludge
• Servicing
• Repairs
• Installation

Call today to book your service or free site survey
01371 850537 service@owlshall.co.uk www.owlshall.co.uk

i f you book your f irst serviceand empty with us

Off mains sewers?
Relying on a septic tank or
sewage treatment plant?

£25 off Quote

Buying or selling a house? Ask us for detailsabout our Home BuyerDrainSurvey.

SAE25



 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman:  Mr Peter Gentry - cllr.pgentry.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Vice-Chairman:  Mr Daren Patient– cllr.dpatient.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Clerk:  Mr Adrian Corder-Birch, Rustlings, Howe Drive, Halstead CO9 2QL 

clerk.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Councillors: 

Mrs Katie Chapman – cllr.kchapman.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Amanda Gardiner – cllr.agardiner.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Claudia Gray – cllr.cgray.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Sue Harris – cllr.sharris.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Louise Lawrence – cllr.llawrence.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Debbie Nott – cllr.dnott.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mr Anthony Osmond-Evans – cllr.aosmondevans.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Mary Pearce – cllr.mpearce.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Ms Nicola Wookey – cllr.nwookey.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/little-yeldham-tilbury-juxta-clare-and-ovington-

parish-council/ 

Planning Applications: 

The Parish Council refers planning applications relating to Little Yeldham to the 
Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group who advise the Parish Council how to 
respond to the consultation request from Braintree District Council. For more 
information about the Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group, who they are and 
how they operate, please visit the Planning page on the Parish Council website 
alternatively, contact Peter Gentry at: ly.tjc.ovington.parishcouncil@gmail.com. 
 
Planning applications relating to Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington will be dealt with 
by their respective councillors. 

Little Yeldham, Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington 
 

Parish Council 



For property transactions, Holmes 
& Hills' complet ion rate is over 90%, 
this is 20% higher than the national 
average*

A 20% higher 
rate of successful 
complet ions

Speak to Paige Hornabrook today for an 
init ial conveyancing quote 

01787 475312 | Trinity Street , Halstead
www.holmes-hills.co.uk

*Holmes & Hills' successful completion rate is calculated using sample data for 400 residential property transactions started between October 2021 to 
December 2021 and is compared to national average successful completion rate of 75% (provided by Rightmove - 11/05/2022)



Elite Property Services Group 

 

We at Elite Property Services Group provide a skilled, timely, and 

reasonably priced service to handle your home and garden needs. Our 

team has years of expertise and is well trained to NPTC standards to do 

the work in a safe manner. Every task we complete at Elite Property 

Services Group is finished to the greatest standards possible thanks to 

our in-house training programme. 

 

                                    Product and Services: 

• Gutter Clearing                                              

• Block Paving 

• Fencing Services 

• Forestry Services 

• Garden Clearence 

• Garden Designers 

• Garden Drainage 

• Garden Fencing 

• Garden Maintenance 

• Garden Makeovers 

• Garden Terracing 

• Garden Walling 

• Grounds Maintenance 

• Hard Landscaping 

• Hedge Cutting 

• Landscapers 

• Lawn Care 

• Lawn Mowing 

Please contact us via – 01787 383657                                 

07495 870329 

• Patio Designs 

• Patios 

• Paving and Driveways 

• Planting Schemes 

• Pruning 

• Rockeries 

• Site Clearence 

• Soft Landscaping 

• Weed Control 

• Handyman Services 

• Tree Surgery 

• Jet Washing 

• Exterior Painting 

• Carpet Cleaning 

• Pest Control 

• 24/7 Emergency Call Out 

• Painting 

 


