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• Boiler InstallaÅon&Replacement
• Complete Central HeaĈng InstallaÅons
• Unvented Cylinder InstallaÅons
• Cylinder Replacements
• System upgrades
• Boiler servicing &breakdowns
• Complete BathroomInstallaÅons

R Groom Plumbing & Heating EngineersG

“CallNow For A Free No
ObligaÅonQuote”

rgroomplumbing.co.uk

Richard:07507157645
Email: rgroom04@gmail.com

Adam:07590263613



GREAT YELDHAM EDUCATIONAL  
FOUNDATION  

 
SCHOOL UNIFORM GRANT 2023 
 
 
 

The parents of children resident in the parish of Great Yeldham who 
have children (Year 6) leaving primary school this year to attend 
secondary education are eligible to apply to the Foundation for a grant 
towards their child’s school uniform.  Please note: Residency in the 
parish is determined by your name being on the current edition of 
the Register of Electors for Great Yeldham.  The closing date for 
applications is Thursday 6th July 2023 at 12 noon.  Successful 
applicants will be notified by the 27th July 2023. 
An application form can be downloaded from the Parish Council website 
https://greatyeldhampc.co.uk/charities/great-yeldham-education-
foundation/  Please complete the application form and return to the 
Clerk, Great Yeldham Education Foundation, Reading Room, High Street, 
Great Yeldham, Halstead CO9 4ER or email 
greatyeldhampc@btinternet.com.  

 

A Reminder  

Don’t forget: The Mobile Post Office operates from Great 

Yeldham Reading Room on a Monday morning between the 

hours of 10.00am and 12 noon. 

Also: 

Our Community Hub is open on a Monday morning at the 

Reading Room. Come and have a chat with neighbours and 

enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and relax. 



SOME CORONATION EVENT PICS 

WHAT A GREAT DAY IT WAS 



MORE CORONATION EVENT PICS 

Editor’s Note 

On behalf of the Parish Council, I would like to thank everyone 

who attended the Coronation event held on the Sports ground, 

your presence helped make a wonderful day and we hope 

everyone enjoyed themselves. 

I would also take this opportunity to thank the entertainers, 

volunteers and organisers for all your hard work, WELL DONE! 



Sible Hedingham Castle Hedingham

4th 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

11th 11:00 Communion 9:30 Communion

18th 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

25th 11:00 Communion

Great Yeldham Little Yeldham

4th 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

11th 11:00 Family worship 9:30 Morning Prayer

18th 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

25th 11:00 Family worship Service at Tilbury-juxta-Clare

Toppesfield Stambourne

4th 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

11th 11:00 Communion 9:30 Communion

18th 11:00 Morning Prayer

25th 11:00 Communon

Tilbury-juxta-Clare See our website

4th for latest news, services 

11th  Special Events

18th and 'contact us' details at
25th 9:30 Communion www.hedingham.info

Hedinghams & Upper Colne Benefice Services - June 2023



Church News

Ordinary Time 
 

We mark seasons in different ways. We put our clocks forwards 

and back as the hours of daylight change. We celebrate birthdays 

and anniversaries. We may spring clean or look ahead to summer 

holidays. As we move into June, some church calendars mark this 

time of year as the beginning of “ordinary time”.  

If I were asked to describe the times we live in, I wouldn’t 

describe them as ‘ordinary’. Whether I think of Ukraine, or of 

stresses and concerns within this country, or of climate change, 

or of artificial intelligence, these times just don’t feel ordinary to 

me.  

Yet I guess that these days, like those which have gone before, 

and those which will follow, all give us the chance to make some 

choices. To build community, or not. To look out for one another, 

or not. To work for peace, or not. I don’t know whether those are 

ordinary choices or not but those who have gone before us have 

faced them too. And how we respond to them will help shape the 

next generations. 

I pray that June is full of encouragements for you, whether the 

time feels ordinary or not.  

God bless you  

Justin 

 



St Andrews Café – come and join us 

The café, run in partnership with St Andrews Church in 

Great Yeldham, first opened in September 2021.  It provides 

a regular space for people in the village and surrounding 

areas to connect and catch up with old friends - and to 

make new ones. 

We are delighted that the café has proved to be so popular 

and that it has become established as a regular event to 

look forward to for so many people. 

Our next café is on Thursday 8 June. 

The café is run by volunteers who provide all of the 
refreshments and bake in advance, to ensure that there is 
always a good selection of cakes and biscuits available.  
There is no charge but we are always grateful for any 
donations that we receive towards the future running of the 
café. 
 
Everyone is very welcome to come along – our youngest 
visitor was only a few weeks old, and our oldest visitor 
celebrated her 99th birthday earlier this year. 
 
The café takes place in St Andrews Church and is open 
from 10.00am to 11.30am on these dates; 
   

8th June     6th July  
 7th September   5th October   
 9th November   7th December 

 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 





GREAT YELDHAM COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY 

presents an illustrated talk on  

 Gardening with Wildlife in Mind  
by  

 Professor Chris Gibson  

A conservationist and ecologist, with a life-
long passion for natural history; Chris was the 
Government’s advisor on nature conservation 

and in 2009 was presented with the David 
Bellamy Award of the British Naturalists’ 
Association, recognising ‘a naturalist of 

distinction’.  

Saturday 17th June 2023    
7.30pm Gt Yeldham Reading Room           

Tickets including a buffet supper:  £12 CGS members; 
£15 non members. Bring your own drinks  

Tickets in advance from Jo Williams  
joannacwilliams@btinternet.com                              

07970 240037  

 



GREAT YELDHAM COTTAGE GARDEN SOCIETY

I trust you all bought the plants you needed from our plant sale held 
on 13th May. The weather was kind to us after a horribly wet week so 
things are looking up in the garden. I have even planted out my 
sweetcorn and climbing beans – although with measures to keep them 
safe from a hungry muntjac who has taken up residence in our garden. 
Did you know that muntjac are also known as the barking deer and 
were first brought to Woburn Park in the early 20th century. Deliberate 
releases and escapes has led to the establishment of feral populations 
which rapidly spread across south and central England and Wales. 
 
Please do look at the poster opposite for details of our June talk which 
promises to be a very enjoyable and informative evening coupled with 
our legendary buffet supper. 
 
Schedules are now available for our annual show on Saturday 2nd 
September. Members will be receiving their copy through their front 
doors shortly if they haven’t already and spare copies are available 
from Sarah MacKinnon at Stonebridge House or myself at Ashbrook 
Cottage or I can email the sections to you if you prefer. Here is a 
sneak preview of the cookery classes for you budding Delia Smiths. For 
those of you who have never won a class in the cookery section of this 
or any other show, you are entitled and indeed encouraged to enter 
the novice class of Five Rock Cakes on a plate. You might just win 
yourself £5 and the Glynnis Shield: A Quiche (in a tin or foil container 
NOT a ceramic dish); A Plate Apple Pie (crust top and bottom and 
cooked on the plate); A Drizzle Cake; Five Rock Cakes on a plate. 
NOVICE CLASS; A Victoria Sandwich (3 eggs, jam filling, approx 7 inch 
tin); Five Fruit Scones on a plate; A Swiss Roll; A Tea Bread; A 
Chocolate Cake; A Rich Fruit Cake; A Round of Shortbread, marked 
into 8; A Loaf of Bread; A Jar of Chutney (must be at least three 
months old); A Jar of Pickled Produce; A Jar of Soft Fruit Jam or Apple 
Jam; A Jar of Stone Fruit Jam; A Jar of Fruit Jelly; A Jar of Marmalade; 
A Jar of Lemon Curd; A bottle of Country Wine (not fortified) with a 
glass for tasting; Six eggs from your own chickens/bantams in a box, 
uniform in colour, shape & size with a dish to break 1 egg into to judge 
yolk colour and texture of the white. Please enter as many classes as 
you can because without entries we have no show. 
 

Jo Williams (joannacwilliams@btinternet.com) 



Interior Design 
 
Rolls of material of every pattern and colour 
Tumbling and falling over one another 
Whether for drapes, cushions or bed covers 
All needing to be cut and sewn once measured 
Rich heavy velvet; soft light linen 
Smooth shiny silk; tasselled draylon 
 
Rugs, throws, mats and tiles 
All in many varied styles 
Carpet plush, thin or cord 
With intricate patterns, or lines broad 
Felt, foam or woven backed 
When laid down, around the edges they will need to be Tacked 
 
With the different techniques of painting possible 
Any piece of furniture can be transformed 
 
Wallpaper bubbled, flat or embossed 
Keep to the budget and watch the cost 
Paint, whether gloss or emulsion 
To dullness brings about expulsion 
 
Subtle pastels create mellow peace 
Bright, vibrant colours release 
A rooms hidden character and personality 
Bold dashes and shapes run freely 
 
Stencils, prints, borders and pelmets all add extra detail 
As does the central positioning of a dado rail 
 
By Rosemarie Sayer 
 



YELDHAM & DISTRICT LADIES CLUB 

The Cream Tea which took place on the 3rd May in celebration of the 

Coronation of Charles III and organised jointly with the Veteran’s Club 

was a great success and enjoyed by everyone.  Coming up on 29th June 

is Niall Dickinson talking on Arsenic’s Toxic Legacy.  If you are 

interested in listening to this talk just come along on the Thursday, 

your first visit is free and enjoy a cuppa and a cake and meet the 

ladies.  If you need any further information, please call Margaret on 

237049. 

 

GREAT YELDHAM CARPET BOWLING CLUB 

We were very pleased to welcome two new people to the club this 

month and hope a few more will come along for a roll up.  There is 

tuition if you want it and help with playing available.  Your first two 

visits are free and we stop for tea and biscuits and chat half way 

through the evening.  If you feel like having a go just drop in on a 

Tuesday evening about 7pm.  We look forward to welcoming you.  If 

you need any further information about the club, please call Margaret 

on 237049. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Yeldham Table Tennis Club 

 

The club continues to grow from strength to strength. 

We now have approximately 15 regular members on a 

Wednesday evening and hopefully, some of our members will 

soon be playing in the Braintree & District Summer League.  

If you would like to join us at the Reading Room, you will be more 

than welcome. Ring John on 01787 238297 for details. 



actor Tony Harris returns to entertain us  

as Winston Churchill

Join us for an evening of  
fun and friendship

Saturday, 1st July 2023, 7.00 for 7.30pm
at the Medieval Barn, Upper Yeldham Hall, Hall Green,  

Little Yeldham CO9 4LF



Little Yeldham

Friends
of

St John
the Baptist

2-COURSE BUFFET
CASH BAR
RAFFLE

£20.00 PER HEAD
ADMISSION BY TICKET ONLY

TO BOOK, CALL 01787 237938

VEGETARIAN/VEGAN MEALS MUST BE PRE-ORDERED AT TIME OF BOOKING

Registered Charity No. 111013



www.ardmorevets.co.uk

Experienced caring Professional service for all your pets
Consultation by appointment

Open all day for advice, prescriptions, over the counter service and
Health/nurse clinic

Main Surgery Local Surgery
57, Cornard Road, 1 Bridge Street
Sudbury, Suffolk Great Yeldham
(01787 372588) (01787) 238255

24 Hour Emergency Service 07836 723934



Kids Page 

Fun Fact: Whiskers can give an animal information about 
whatever they touch. A single cat’s whisker has up to 200 nerve 
cells.  A seal’s whisker has…guess how many?... Over 1,500!  

 

 

 

Your challenge: Colour in the picture using 4 colours.  

1 = green 
2= grey 
3= blue 
4=turquoise 
Can you see what the animal 
is?  They don’t have 
whiskers, but they have 
some other very special 
abilities: they can hear very 
high pitched sounds, and 
they use echolocation under 
the water. 
 

 Joke for you:  
What did the sea say to the 

beach?  Nothing.  It just 

waved! 
 

    Have fun! 

 







The 4 Villages Magazine
If you would like to include any articles or local information in the

magazine, or if you would like to place an advert, please contact
the editor John at:

The4villagesmagazine@gmail.com

Advertising Fees for 2022/2023 - 10 editions

Black and White

¼ page - £81.60 ½ page - £148.80 Full page - £294.00

Colour

¼ page - £145.20 ½ page - £266.40 Full page - £532.80

Great Yeldham Reading Rooms
Good sized hall with stage and use of rear garden area.

Perfectly suitable for parties, meetings, groups, clubs, events, quizzes
and fundraisers, wedding receptions, etc.

Full use of tables and padded chairs, plus well-equipped kitchen.

£8 per hour – Yeldham residents

£13 per hour – non-Yeldham residents

To view the hall availability, please visit –

https://greatyeldhamreadingroom.org.uk/ Events Calendar

or contact John for bookings on – 01787 238297 or email
john.gyrrclerk@gmail.com

Conditions of hire apply and deposit required.

All hirings are at the discretion of the Management Committee.



The views and opinions expressed in the 4 Villages Magazine, including those claims and
opinions expressed in any advertisements, are independent of and do not necessarily
reflect the views and opinions of the publishers. They cannot accept responsibility for the
accuracy of the advertisers. Editorial material does not necessarily reflect the views and
opinions of the publishers and neither editorial nor advertisements are to be read as
recommended.





Acorns Pre-School Ltd
Tel: 01787 237684

acornspreschool@hotmail.co.uk

Church Road

Great Yeldham

CO9 4PT

Now offering afternoon sessions

For enquiries, please contact Sophie

Registered Company No.

0719936



Useful Numbers 

 

Rev’d Justin Tomkins – (237211) – mail@justintomkins.org 

Rev’d Liz Paxton – revlizpaxton@gmail.com 

 

Church Wardens: 

St.Andrews, Great Yeldham - Ann Metson (237243) 

St. Margaret’s Tilbury-Juxta-Clare – Terry Dean (237256) 

St. Mary’s Ovington – Fiona Slot and Stephen Norris (278123) 

 

Braintree District Council: – 01376 552525 

County Councillor: 

Peter Schwier (460473) – cllr.peter.schwier@essex.gov.uk 

Braintree District Councillor, Yeldham Ward: 

Richard Van Dulken (07803 932737) – cllr.rvandulken@braintree.gov.uk 

Braintree District Councillor: 

Iona Parker (237246) – cllr.iparker@braintree.gov.uk 

 

Doctors: 

Castle Surgery – Castle Hedingham – (461465) 

Hilton House Surgery – Sible Hedingham – (460612) 

Vets: 

Ardmore – Great Yeldham – (238255) 



Call 07421 710775



Dentist
Paul Rolfe BDS

Veneers & Crowns
in a single visit
Dental Implants
Family Dentistry

Lavenham &
Long Melford

01787 882722

www.paulrolfedental.co.uk

DARKINS SUPPLY
STORE

122 Swan Street
Sible Hedingham

Phone: 01787 462536
Open Mon - Sat 8.00 am-5-30 pm

PAINT
DECORATING
SUNDRIES

IRON MONGERY
PET FOOD

GARDEN WARES
HARDWARE

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
KEY CUTTING

AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANING
Email: info@darkins.co.uk

www.darkinssupplystores.co.uk



@ a r b o r . e l i t e

FULLY INSURED

0 7 8 5 0 8 7 7 8 2 8
0 1 7 8 7 3 2 3 5 0 5

a r b o r . e l i t e@y a h o o . c om
www . a r b o r - e l i t e . c o . u k

S P E C I A L I S T S
I N A L L

A S P E C T S O F
T R E E C A R E

For fast efficient service
Phone

Great Yeldham
01787237341

or
07890188276

SEPTIC TANKS
EMPTIED

DRAINS CLEARED



Great Yeldham Parish Council

The Parish Council meet the first Thursday of every month,
except in January. All meetings start at 7.30pm in the Reading Rooms,
High Street, Great Yeldham and are open to the public and press. There
are 15 minutes available for public participation. Agenda and Minutes are
published each month on the Parish Council’s website and are placed on
the notice board on the green at the North Street and Bridge Street

junction.
Website: www.greatyeldhampc.co.uk

Office: The Reading Room, High Street, Gt Yeldham, CO9 4ER
01787 237832
Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday ,Thursday 10.30 - 1.30pm
There will be periods when the office is closed due to council business
and annual leave but a message can be placed in the post box, sent by
email or left on the answer phone.

Chairman: Mr P Rawlinson, Gt Yeldham 01787 237049

Vice Chairman: Mr J Marks, Gt Yeldham, 01787 238297
Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer:
Tracy Wigmore c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham 01787 237832
Councillors:
Mrs G Burr, Gt Yeldham, gburr.gypc@gmail.com
Mrs A Burrows, Gt Yeldham 01787 237959
Mr P King, Gt Yeldham, 07391467541 Phil.kinggypc@gmail.com
Mr Bikaram Chahal, Gt Yeldham, bsingh_gypc@outlook.com
Mr B Sargeant, Gt Yeldham 01787 236041
Mr G Theobald, Gt Yeldham gtheobaldgypc@gmail.com 07802252471
Mr M Lovell, Lt Yeldham. markailovell@gmail.com

Burial Ground
(The Glades,The Lawn, Garden of Remembrance)

Tracy Wigmore,
c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham 01787 237832



Trust the experts to take care
of your system.

With over 50 years of experience in wastewater
treatment we’ll keep your system running smoothly.

• Emptying & desludge
• Servicing
• Repairs
• Installation

Call today to book your service or free site survey
01371 850537 service@owlshall.co.uk www.owlshall.co.uk

i f you book your f irst serviceand empty with us

Off mains sewers?
Relying on a septic tank or
sewage treatment plant?

£25 off Quote

Buying or selling a house? Ask us for detailsabout our HomeBuyerDrainSurvey.

SAE25



 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman:  Mr Peter Gentry - cllr.pgentry.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Vice-Chairman:  Mr Daren Patient– cllr.dpatient.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Clerk:  Mr Adrian Corder-Birch, Rustlings, Howe Drive, Halstead CO9 2QL 

clerk.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Councillors: 

Mrs Katie Chapman – cllr.kchapman.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Amanda Gardiner – cllr.agardiner.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Claudia Gray – cllr.cgray.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Sue Harris – cllr.sharris.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Louise Lawrence – cllr.llawrence.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Debbie Nott – cllr.dnott.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mr Anthony Osmond-Evans – cllr.aosmondevans.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Mary Pearce – cllr.mpearce.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Ms Nicola Wookey – cllr.nwookey.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/little-yeldham-tilbury-juxta-clare-and-ovington-

parish-council/ 

Planning Applications: 

The Parish Council refers planning applications relating to Little Yeldham to the 
Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group who advise the Parish Council how to 
respond to the consultation request from Braintree District Council. For more 
information about the Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group, who they are and 
how they operate, please visit the Planning page on the Parish Council website 
alternatively, contact Peter Gentry at: ly.tjc.ovington.parishcouncil@gmail.com. 
 
Planning applications relating to Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington will be dealt with 
by their respective councillors. 

Little Yeldham, Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington 
 

Parish Council 



Craig Fenner
Plastering Contractor
All aspects covered from

new builds
to existing re-skims

Also traditional lime work
Over 20 years’ experience

07855 748428 or 01787
238494

Speak to Deborah Abbott, about the 
benefits of a Property Life Interest 
Will when planning for your future

Plan for your 
future and 
protect  your 
wealth

01787 475312 | Trinity Street , Halstead
www.holmes-hills.co.uk



NOTE! The following items must not go in to skips but can be taken away
for extra charge: - Fridges/Freezers – Mattresses - Car Batteries - Tyres -
Gas Canisters - Asbestos - Plaster Board


