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• Boiler InstallaÅon&Replacement
• Complete Central HeaĈng InstallaÅons
• Unvented Cylinder InstallaÅons
• Cylinder Replacements
• System upgrades
• Boiler servicing &breakdowns
• Complete BathroomInstallaÅons

R Groom Plumbing & Heating EngineersG

“CallNow For A Free No
ObligaÅonQuote”

rgroomplumbing.co.uk

Richard:07507157645
Email: rgroom04@gmail.com

Adam:07590263613



Great Yeldham Table Tennis Club 

 

I am very pleased to let you know that the club is progressing 

very nicely, thank you. At the moment, we have a total of 24 

regular members. We are now looking to open during the rest of 

the week for a couple of hours, just finalising the days/hours.  

Our league playing team members, ‘The Yeldham Whitlocks’ 

who are: -  

Ray Carter, Doug Saunders, Lorraine Burgess, Kevin Mills, 

Kevin Laing, Richard Taylor and Carl Raven, are having a 

well-earned weeks rest as they continue to represent Great 

Yeldham in the Summer Table Tennis League. They have had 

mixed results but the main thing is they are enjoying the 

competition and we, as a club, are immensely proud of their 

commitment to the game and the club. 

That’s all folks until the October/November edition, thanks for 

reading this update. 

If you need further information on the club, please ring me on – 

01787 238297 

John 

(Club Chairman)     

     

   

 



Church News

New opportunities 
 

I recently had the privilege of playing French Cricket with 

someone who had just turned 103 years old! The gentleman in 

question was born less than two years after the end of the First 

World War. His commitment to keep on rising to the daily 

challenge of living life to the full continues to be an inspiration to 

me.   

Another encouragement to me, as I seek to do the same, is the 

fresh opportunities which come with each new season. At St 

Andrew’s Church we’re hoping that one new opportunity in these 

coming weeks will be the launch of a new event focused around 

pre-school aged children. Watch this space for more details! 

Whatever new opportunities you find ahead over these coming 

weeks, I pray that you have a sense of being equipped to live life 

to the full. If we do can do that, then whether or not we’re 

playing French Cricket at the age of 103, hopefully we can at least 

be an inspiration to one another.  

God bless you  

Justin 

 



Sible Hedingham Castle Hedingham

6th 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

13th 11:00 Communion 9:30 Communion

20th 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

27th 11:00 Communion 4:00 Evening Prayer

Great Yeldham Little Yeldham

6th 11:00 Family Communion Service at Stambourne

13th 11:00 Family worship 9:30 Communion

20th 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Morning Prayer

27th 11:00 Family worship Service at Tilbury-juxta-Clare

Toppesfield Stambourne

6th 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

13th 11:00 Communion 9:30 Communion

20th 11:00 Morning Prayer

27th 11:00 Communon

Tilbury-juxta-Clare See our website

6th for latest news, services 

13th  Special Events

20th and 'contact us' details at
27th 9:30 Communion www.hedingham.info

Hedinghams & Upper Colne Benefice Services - August 2023

Sible Hedingham Castle Hedingham

3rd 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

10th 11:00 Communion 9:30 Communion

17th 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

24th 11:00 Communion 4:00 Evening Prayer

Great Yeldham Little Yeldham

3rd 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

10th 11:00 Family worship 9:30 Morning Prayer

17th 11:00 Family Communion 9:30 Communion

24th 11:00 Family worship Service at Tilbury-juxta-Clare

Toppesfield Stambourne

3rd 11:00 Morning Prayer 9:30 Morning Prayer

10th 11:00 Communion 9:30 Communion

17th 11:00 Morning Prayer

24th 11:00 Communon

Tilbury-juxta-Clare See our website

3rd for latest news, services 

10th  Special Events

17th and 'contact us' details at
24th 9:30 Communion www.hedingham.info

Hedinghams & Upper Colne Benefice Services - September 2023



Essex County Council School Term and Holiday Dates 
for Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools - 

Academic Year 2023-2024 

= Schooldays = School holidays  = Bank holidays 

  = Weekends 

In addition, schools allocate five non-pupil days out of the school days indicated, 
or the equivalent in disaggregated twilight sessions. 

September 2023 October 2023 November 2023 December 2023 

M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S 

1 2 3 1 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 27 28 29 30 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

30 31 

January 2024 February 2024 March 2024 April 2024 

M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 26 27 28 29 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 29 30 

May 2024 June 2024 July 2024 August 2024 

M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S 

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Autumn Term: Monday 4 September 2023 – Wednesday 20 December 2023 
Half Term 23 October – 27 October 

   73 days 

Spring Term: Thursday 4 January 2024 – Thursday 28 March 2024 
Half Term 19 February - 23 February  

   56 days 

Summer Term: Monday 15 April 2024 – Tuesday 23 July 2024 
Half Term 27 May – 31 May, and May Bank Holiday - 6 May 

   66 days 
_______ 
195 days 

Please note:     
The above dates may vary for individual schools, especially Foundation, Voluntary Aided schools and 
Academies.  
You are strongly advised to check with your child’s school before making any holiday or other commitments. 



YELDHAM & DISTRICT LADIES CLUB 

The talk by Niall Dickinson on Arsenic’s Toxin Legacy was very interesting and had us all 

enthralled by its varied usage over the centuries, some good some bad!  Our next meeting on 

the 31st August is more light hearted.  Joanne Bealer from the Flower House in Sible will be 

demonstrating the art of flower arranging and as the magazine will now only be printed on a 

bimonthly basis, the meeting on the 28th September will be a talk by Geoff Heathcote on the 

work of the RNLI.   If you need any further information about the Club, please ring Margaret 

on 237049. 

 

GREAT YELDHAM CARPET BOWLING CLUB 

We are still having our roll up sessions on a Tuesday evening from 7.15 to 9.30pm so if you are 

at a loose end pop down and meet the team, have a cuppa and try your hand at bowling.  We 

are a friendly bunch and look forward to meeting you.  If you need any further information 

ring Margaret 237049. 

 

  

  



Cottage Garden Society 
 

This is your final 4 Villages reminder of our Annual Show to be held on 
Saturday 2rd September in the Great Yeldham Reading Room which is 
behind the old phone box for those newcomers to the village. You don't 
need to be a member of the society to enter, or even live in the village - 
the more the merrier. There are cash prizes up for grabs as well as 
cups and trophies. The different classes cover homegrown fruit & 
vegetables, flowers & pot plants, flower arranging, cookery, home 
produced eggs, arts & craft, photography and children's classes. All 
exhibits must be staged between 9 and 10.30am on the day of the 
show as then the hall will be closed for judging. The Show then opens 
for public viewing at 2 pm with teas, a raffle and finally the prize giving 
at 3.00pm. Please do come and give us your support. 
 
Completed entry forms (available from me if required) can be handed 
in to Sarah Mackinnon at Stonebridge House, next to the old Post 
Office, emailed to joannacwilliams@btinternet.com, or given in person 
on Wednesday 30th August in the Reading Room between 7-8pm or on 
the morning of the show between 9.00 -10.30.  All members have been 
sent a schedule of the different classes. Please enter what you can; 
this is a friendly, amateur, village show but there is no show without 
entries. 
 
August is usually one of the hottest months of the year - making 
watering in your garden essential, especially for containers. Try to use 
stored rain water from water butts or grey water wherever possible. 
Careful use of suitable potting media and placement of containers out 
of direct sunlight also helps retain moisture. August is also the time to 
prune Wisteria and summer-flowering shrubs such as lavender once 
they've finished flowering. Remember to regularly deadhead flowering 
plants as soon as they are past their best. The simplest method is just 
to pinch off the faded bloom using finger and thumb. By September you 
should be picking autumn raspberries and harvesting any remaining 
potatoes. 
 
Looking ahead to October, we will be holding a general knowledge quiz 
with buffet supper on Saturday 21st October. More details to follow.  
 
Jo Williams 



Saturday 2nd September 2023

Great Yeldham Reading Room

Great Yeldham
Cottage Garden Society
ANNUALSHOW2023

Classes for:

Homegrown Fruit &
Vegetables, Flowers &

Pot Plants

Flower Arranging

Cookery, Craft

Photography

Children

Everybody Welcome

Schedules from JoWilliams
joannacwilliams@btinternet.com

Design inspired by Elsie Smith;
Image by user15245033 on
Freepik

Registration Wed 30thAug
7-8pm Reading Room

Exhibit Staging
Sat 9.00 - 10.30am

Public Viewing 2pm
with Afternoon Tea

Prize Giving & Raffle
3.00pm



Personal Trainer

Specialising in Older Adults and Long-Term Health
Condi�ons

As a personal trainer specialising in older adults and individuals with long-
term health conditions, it's crucial to understand their unique needs and

limitations.
Training programs should focus on improving mobility, strength and balance
while considering specific health condi�ons. This may include light resistance

training, low-impact cardiovascular exercises and flexibility-enhancing
movements.

The goal is to improve overall quality of life and promote
independence in daily ac�vi�es.

Georgina, with her extensive experience and understanding of older adults
and individuals with long-term health conditions, provides valuable help. Her

tailored training programs priori�se individual requirements, taking into
account both physical and mental well-being.

Georgina's empathe�c approach, expertise and flexible options ensure
clients feel comfortable, motivated and experience positive changes in their

quality of life.
Join Georgina's specialised classes for a supportive group environment that

fosters fitness and socialisa�on.
Alterna�vely, opt for personalised home visits for convenient and accessible
training. Georgina brings her exper�se to your doorstep, allowing you to

exercise comfortably and privately. This service is particularly beneficial for
those with mobility issues or travel challenges.

With Georgina, achieving health and fitness goals becomes easier.

Contact Georgina to find out more or schedule an appointment.

07547927238

Georgina.Burr@moveitorloseit.co.uk



St Andrews Café - Happy birthday to us!  

The café, run in partnership with St Andrews Church in 

Great Yeldham, will be two years old in September. Since 

we first opened in September 2021, we have now become a 

regular event for people in the village and surrounding areas 

to connect and catch up with friends old and new. 

We are delighted that the café has proved to be so popular 

for so many people and we hope that you will be able to 

come along on 7 September to celebrate our 2nd birthday 

with us. 

The café is run by volunteers who provide all of the 
refreshments and bake in advance, to ensure that there is 
always a good selection of cakes and biscuits available.  
There is no charge but we are always grateful for any 
donations that we receive towards the running of the café. 
 
Everyone is very welcome to come along – our youngest 
visitor was only a few weeks old, and our oldest visitor 
celebrated her 99th birthday earlier this year. The café takes 
place in St Andrews Church in Great Yeldham and is open 
from 10.00am to 11.30am on the following dates; 
   

7th September   5th October   
 9th November   7th December 

 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 



Kids Page 
Fun Fact: The day with the 
longest daylight and the shortest 
night is called the summer solstice.  
It is when the earth is most tilted 
towards the sun. For us in the 
Northern Hemisphere it was June 
21st this year. 

Your challenge:  
The Big Summer List!  Here are some ideas 
to try out this summer.  Choose some of 
these activities and tick or highlight any 
that you do!  
Build a sandcastle Run under a hose or sprinkler! 
Try a new food Make a shell or pebble collection 
Play in the rain Pick flowers for someone special 
Skip rocks Borrow a book from the library 
Have a water fight Go on a bug hunt 
Eat a meal outside Set up a tent or Build a den 
Make your own ice lollies Meet someone new 
Invent a new game Help wash a car 
Go to a summer fete/fair Make a fruit salad 
Try something new Blow bubbles 
Read 5 books Eat an ice cream! 
Take a photo of a butterfly Play at the park 
Play in a paddling pool Visit a relative 

Have fun! 
 



Craig Fenner
Plastering Contractor
All aspects covered from

new builds
to existing re-skims

Also traditional lime work
Over 20 years’ experience
07855 748428 or 01787

238494

Apology from the Editor 

 

Unfortunately, due to an oversight, the pricing 

for advertising in the magazine was incorrectly 

shown in the July edition. 

The correct pricing for the 6 editions, is shown 

on page 14. 

 



www.ardmorevets.co.uk

Experienced caring Professional service for all your pets
Consultation by appointment

Open all day for advice, prescriptions, over the counter service and
Health/nurse clinic

Main Surgery Local Surgery
57, Cornard Road, 1 Bridge Street
Sudbury, Suffolk Great Yeldham
(01787 372588) (01787) 238255

24 Hour Emergency Service 07836 723934







The 4 Villages Magazine 

If you would like to include any articles or local information in the 

magazine, or if you would like to place an advert, please contact 

John, the editor at: 

the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com or ring 01787 238297 

 

Advertising Fees for 2023/2024 – 6 editions - bi-monthly 

Black and White 

¼ page - £48.96 ½ page – £89.28 Full page - £176.40 

Colour 

¼ page – £87.12 ½ page – £159.84 Full page - 

£319.68 

The 4 Villages Magazine 

If you would like to include any articles or local information in the 

magazine, or if you would like to place an advert, please contact 

John, the editor at: 

the4villagesmagazine@gmail.com or ring 01787 238297 

 

Advertising Fees for 2023/2024 – 6 editions - bi-monthly 

Black and White 

¼ page - £81.60 ½ page – £148.80 Full page - £294.00 

Colour 

¼ page – £145.20 ½ page – £266.40 Full page - £532.80 

Great Yeldham Reading Rooms
Good sized hall with stage and use of rear garden area.

Perfectly suitable for parties, meetings, groups, clubs, events, quizzes
and fundraisers, wedding receptions, etc.

Full use of tables and padded chairs, plus well-equipped kitchen.

£10 per hour – Yeldham residents

£15 per hour – non-Yeldham residents

To view the hall availability, please visit –

https://greatyeldhamreadingroom.org.uk/ Events Calendar

or contact John for bookings on – 01787 238297 or email
john.gyrrclerk@gmail.com

Conditions of hire apply and deposit required.

All hirings are at the discretion of the Management Committee.





Registered Company No.

0719936

Acorns Pre-School Ltd. 

Tel: 01787 237684 

acornspreschool@hotmail.co.uk 

Church Road 

Great Yeldham 

CO9 4PT 

Now offering afternoon sessions 

For enquiries, please contact 

 Sophie 

 

 



Useful Numbers 

 

Vicar: 

Rev’d Justin Tomkins – (237211) – mail@justintomkins.org 

 

Church Wardens: 

St.Andrews, Great Yeldham - Anne Metson (237243) 

St. Margarets, Tilbury-Juxta-Clare – Terry Dean (237256) 

St. Marys, Ovington – Fiona Slot and Stephen Norris (278123) 

 

Braintree District Council: – 01376 552525 

County Councillor: 

Peter Schwier (460473) – cllr.peter.schwier@essex.gov.uk 

Braintree District Councillor, Yeldham Ward: 

Richard Van Dulken (07803 932737) – cllr.rvandulken@braintree.gov.uk 

Braintree District Councillor: 

Iona Parker (237246) – cllr.iparker@braintree.gov.uk 

 

Doctors: 

Castle Surgery – Castle Hedingham – (461465) 

Hilton House Surgery – Sible Hedingham – (460612) 

Vets: 

Ardmore – Great Yeldham – (238255) 



Call 07421 710775



Dentist
Paul Rolfe BDS

Veneers & Crowns
in a single visit
Dental Implants
Family Dentistry

Lavenham &
Long Melford

01787 882722

www.paulrolfedental.co.uk

DARKINS SUPPLY
STORE

122 Swan Street
Sible Hedingham

Phone: 01787 462536
Open Mon - Sat 8.00 am-5-30 pm

PAINT
DECORATING
SUNDRIES

IRON MONGERY
PET FOOD

GARDEN WARES
HARDWARE

ELECTRICAL & PLUMBING
KEY CUTTING

AGENTS FOR DRY CLEANING
Email: info@darkins.co.uk

www.darkinssupplystores.co.uk



@ a r b o r . e l i t e

FULLY INSURED

0 7 8 5 0 8 7 7 8 2 8
0 1 7 8 7 3 2 3 5 0 5

a r b o r . e l i t e@y a h o o . c om
www . a r b o r - e l i t e . c o . u k

SPEC IAL I STS
IN ALL

ASPECTSOF
TREE CARE

For fast efficient service
Phone

Great Yeldham
01787237341

or
07890188276

SEPTIC TANKS
EMPTIED

DRAINS CLEARED



Great Yeldham Parish Council

The Parish Council meet the first Thursday of every month,
except in January. All meetings start at 7.30pm in the Reading Rooms,
High Street, Great Yeldham and are open to the public and press. There
are 15 minutes available for public participation. Agenda and Minutes are
published each month on the Parish Council’s website and are placed on
the notice board on the green at the North Street and Bridge Street

junction.
Website: www.greatyeldhampc.co.uk

Office: The Reading Room, High Street, Gt Yeldham, CO9 4ER
01787 237832
Office hours: Tuesday, Wednesday ,Thursday 10.30 - 1.30pm
There will be periods when the office is closed due to council business
and annual leave but a message can be placed in the post box, sent by
email or left on the answer phone.

Chairman: Mr P Rawlinson, Gt Yeldham 01787 237049

Vice Chairman: Mr J Marks, Gt Yeldham, 01787 238297
Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer:
Tracy Wigmore c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham 01787 237832
Councillors:
Mrs G Burr, Gt Yeldham, gburr.gypc@gmail.com
Mrs A Burrows, Gt Yeldham 01787 237959
Mr P King, Gt Yeldham, 07391467541 Phil.kinggypc@gmail.com
Mr Bikaram Chahal, Gt Yeldham, bsingh_gypc@outlook.com
Mr B Sargeant, Gt Yeldham 01787 236041
Mr G Theobald, Gt Yeldham gtheobaldgypc@gmail.com 07802252471
Mr M Lovell, Lt Yeldham. markailovell@gmail.com

Burial Ground
(The Glades,The Lawn, Garden of Remembrance)

Tracy Wigmore,
c/o The Reading Room, Gt Yeldham 01787 237832



Joggers Walk / Soleus push up benefits. 
This one simple exercise that can help with 
• Lowered blood sugar levels  
• Improved Balance and Stability 
• Dizzines s   
• Increased Ankle Mobility 
• Reduced Risk of Injury 

• Enhanced Performance in Sports  and Activities  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman:  Mr Peter Gentry - cllr.pgentry.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Vice-Chairman:  Mr Daren Patient– cllr.dpatient.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Clerk:  Mr Adrian Corder-Birch, Rustlings, Howe Drive, Halstead CO9 2QL 

clerk.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Councillors: 

Mrs Katie Chapman – cllr.kchapman.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Amanda Gardiner – cllr.agardiner.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Claudia Gray – cllr.cgray.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Sue Harris – cllr.sharris.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Louise Lawrence – cllr.llawrence.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Debbie Nott – cllr.dnott.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mr Anthony Osmond-Evans – cllr.aosmondevans.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Mrs Mary Pearce – cllr.mpearce.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Ms Nicola Wookey – cllr.nwookey.ly.tjc.o.pc@gmail.com 

Website: https://e-voice.org.uk/little-yeldham-tilbury-juxta-clare-and-ovington-

parish-council/ 

Planning Applications: 

The Parish Council refers planning applications relating to Little Yeldham to the 
Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group who advise the Parish Council how to 
respond to the consultation request from Braintree District Council. For more 
information about the Little Yeldham Planning Advisory Group, who they are and 
how they operate, please visit the Planning page on the Parish Council website 
alternatively, contact Peter Gentry at: ly.tjc.ovington.parishcouncil@gmail.com. 
 
Planning applications relating to Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington will be dealt with 
by their respective councillors. 

Little Yeldham, Tilbury Juxta Clare and Ovington 
 

Parish Council 



KEEPING A 
CAREFUL EYE
ON THE PRICE 
TO EMPTY YOUR 
SEPTIC TANK?

www.owlshall.co.uk
01371 850 537

Install  | Inspect  | Empty  | Service  | Survey

Superb! Would 
definitely recommend

Nichola

Get in touch for our 
prices and to book!



CCTV HOME SYSTEM

info@keyholdersuk.co.uk

Mobile - 07495 870329
Landline - 01787 383657

Key Holders UK

Please get in contact with
 us via:

4MP COLOUR NIGHT 4 CHANNEL IP CCTV
SYSTEM

8MP (4K) 4 CHANNEL NVR + 1TB X 1
4MP, 2.8MM, IP TURRET DOME, COLOUR

NIGHT2.0, UP TO 30M WHITE LED
DISTANCE, WHITE X 2 CAMERAS

Home CCTV system installed and fitted for
£590.00 + VAT. This system includes two cameras

that show colour images both day and night.
Can be viewed on majority of smartphones and

tablets.
Additional cameras cost £90 a piece + VAT.

 


